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DR. BLUNDELL. 


Lecrvure XXV. 


Of the Short Forceps. Means of determining 
whether the Embryospastic Instruments should 
not be used, 


Ir, Gentlemen, Ps have dexterity enough 
to make use of the long forceps, it will 
rarely happen that you will find it requisite 
to have recourse to those which are short. 
When the head of the child is so low down 


in the pelvis, that it lies within the reach | ( 


of this instrument, in general it will be 
found, that no assistance of the inst:umental 
kind is required ; and I have observed al- 
ready, that without a peremptory necessity, 
lostruments ate not to be used at all; and 
even in those few cases where there is, at 
the outlet, such ai sear vipa or other 
obstruction, as to impede the passage of the 
child, and to render it to have 
recourse to instrumental assistance, should 
the long forceps be rejected, you will find 
that the instrument already commended, the 
vectis, or tractor, is sufficient to abstract the 
feetus, so that in this case also the short for- 
ceps is not i On this account it is, 
that it has rarely happened that I have had 
recourse to the instrument I now show you— 
an instrument, however, in some cases, and 
especially to those who are unskilled in the 
use of the tractor or Jong forceps, not with- 
out its advantage. This instrument is dis- 
2 from the longer forceps by its 
brevity, whence it is denominated the short ; 
this forceps being formed for seizing the head, 
when it is lying very low in the cavity of 
the pelvis, or at the inferior aperture. 
In some cases the blades of this instru- 
meut may be applied, and with advantage 
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too, over the face and occiput, in the way I 
shall hereafter demonstrate ; the instrument, 
however, has been formed to lie upon the 
sides of the head, the lock being in appo- 
sition with the vertex, and the point with 
the chin, while the ears lie in the fenestra— 
the head, in a word, being enclosed by the 
forceps, in the way I here demonstrate. Ac- 
cordingly, if the head be of the standard 
and ordinary make, the short forceps, when 
applied to the cranium in this manner, will 
be found to fit exceedingly well. 

Of the short forceps, different varieties 
have been recommended by different prac- 
titioners, but I forbear to enter into long 
disquisitions here, as the consideration of 
these many varieties would be a waste of 
your time and my labour. Breaking loose, 
however, from this intention for a few mo- 
ments, on two or three kinds of the shorter 
forceps I shall offer a few remarks. 

Dr. Hamilton, the able obstetric professor 
of Edinburgh, has proposed a pair of forceps, 
the contrivance probably of his earlier prac- 
tice,) of which I can by no means in can- 
dour approve. ‘To omit the consideration 
of the shank-hinge here shown to you, the 
forceps, I may observe, is formed with a 
lateral curve, in the manner of the long for- 
ceps. This lateral curve, even in the long 
forceps, I am, on the whole, inclined to con- 
demn ; and, therefore, though I am provided 
with both instruments, in the long forceps 
most used in my own practice, the shanks 
are not incurvated, but straight, We have 
all, however, a different tact in operating ; 
and to some I can readily conceive, that the 
curved long forceps may be preferable to 
the straight ; yet, granting this—without the 
proof of arguments that are not yet come to 
my hearing—I never can allow that the short 
forceps derive any advantage from the 
lateral curve, which seems to me to render 
them less commodious. The object of 
curving the forceps laterally, is said to be 
that of protecting the perineum, by carrying 
the shanks of this instrument forward from 
this part towards the thighs. Now, to con- 
sider this a little : suppose the head is at the 
outlet of the pelvis, the face lying in the 
hollow of the sacrum, and the occiput lodg- 
ing under the arch of the pubis, you apply 
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the short 


, Moreover, your 


manner, the limbus (as you may here see) 


forceps are straight, you place them on the | enlarges the cranium, where, if instruments 


head, with the 


ratus, you may pefteive, 


k to the vertex, and the | really be required, it is generally already too 
Sees ee Re ain, Ro aha lagen large ; I mean over the 
stretching across the sides of the/| the 


ietal bones. Now Haighton’s instru- 


head and the ear. Whey coy wr gee | ment (1 now show it) ha the advantage of a 
that when your frye esta} slimes by which | mes 


instrument, though straight, is properly ap- | the bar of iron forming the 


, and con- 


plied in this manner, there is no approxima- | taining the fenestra—the limbus being made 


tion of the shanks to the perineum, so that a little thinner ; so that the protuberance of 


the protection of the lateral curve becomes | the parietal bones lying in the fenestra on a 
useless, the part being in no danger tops | Yooel with the limbus, or even projecting a 


the instrument, even wihien its shanks are 


ifittle beyond, there is no addition of batk 


straight. Apply now the curved forceps ; in | over the protuberances, as this demonstra- 
the shanks recede a litte § 


the same case, far- 
ther from the perineum itis true, but the pe- 
rineum was cleared before,and this additional 
retreat, wholly unnecessary, is no additional 
security. Or to take another case: sup- 


the head to be at the oatlet of the pel-| that they 


pose 
vis, or near it, the face | t to the one, and 
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instrument is, that 


admit the fore-finger. The main defect 
hargeable upon this 


fenestra so narrow, that, as} i 





tion shows, and the head is not further en- 


larged, where in by fore observed, 
it ealwedy 106 CAGE” ifdhore be any de 
fect in the Haighton forceps, it consists in 
the breadth of the blades, which is so great, 
are nat very 


be recollected here, that you are never to 
use this ins! except where the softer 
are thoroughly r when the 
blades will pass with factlity ; if the softer 
—— are rigid, go that the introduction may 

attended with difficulty, you ought not to 

The caaos whiah yo the short 

cases in whi use 

forceps, are principals the three following - 
first, those cases in which the head is at the 
outlet of the pelvis, the face in the 
hollow of the sacrum, the suture 
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bearing on the eam, and the occiput 
lodging wnder the arch of the pubes—the 
position of the head, in ordinary labour, 
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of the pelvis, and the face is in the hellow 
of the sacrum, and the occiput lies out under 
the arch, The accoucheur taking one or 
other blade of the short forceps, for if there 
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abstract a dead child. But before you have 
recourse to so dreadful an instrument, only 
not murderous, you should make every 
prudent attempt to liberate the child unin- 
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be no lateral curve, choice is unnecessary, | jured, whether by the lever or forceps. Ap- 
ne gan? up two of the fingers of his left! plying the short forceps, then, in the same 

betweea the ina and the child’s| nranver as before, with the lock on the ver- 
head, on the left or er side of the pelvis, | tex, and the point over the chin, and includ- 
so as to feel distinctly the ear, always of| ing the head in this manuer, you draw down, 
ready access when the head is thus low/| careful, as you draw, to throw the chin on 
down in the pelvis. This pre measure | the chest, and to bear the occiput from the 
taken, he then, with the right hand, gently | perineum and sacrum, as you will perceive I 
insinuates the blade between the fingers and | am now doing, and leading it as much as may 
the cranium, placing the point over the chin, | be towards the thigh ; all which may be very 
and the lock over the vertex, the position of easily effected. Besides this method, how- 
which parts he has previously ascertained. | ever, there is yet another, in which the de- 
Well, in this manner, with the utmost/ livery may be accomplished, and that is, by 
gentleness, having placed the blade on the | rectifying the position of the head. Includ- 
head, he keeps it in that position with the|ing the head, as before, in the forceps, 
thumb and two fingers, while he interposes | you turn the face a little to one side, before 
the other last two fingers, the first and second, | you draw down ; then, pausing awhile, you 
I mean, of the left hand, between che vagina , again turn the face alitde more to the side 
and the cranium in the right or superior side | of the pelvis, and draw, very careful of the 
of the pelvis ; and, as before, with the right | perineum, until you gradually and safely 
hand, he carries up the second blade in ap- | work the face into the hollow of the sacrum. 
position to the former, the lock being ap-| When the unfavourable situation being rec- 








posed to the vertex, and the point to the chin, 
and the two blades being placed in corte- 
spondence with each other, so as to secure | 
the head. Thus, then, the head being secured 
in this manner, and care being taken to in- 
clade no portion of the perineum, the pracu- 
tioner waits for pains, if there be any expec- 
tation of them, aad then recollecting the pe- 
rineum, which is on the stretch and in dan- 
ger of laceration, he leads the head forward | 
a little, pauses, examines, and observes the 

pulse and the countenancé ; afterward, as 

pain recurs, with caution and gentleness 

repeating his attempts. Beware of press- 
ing the head too forcibly between the biades, | 
lest you crush the head afd bruise the| 
cerebral mass, Muke no pressure upon the | 
head, except when drawing. Abstract me 
head gradually by little and little. In mak-| 
ing the effort, be very careful to draw to-| 
wards the symphysis pubis and the thighs, | 
so as to keep clear of the perineum as much 
as may be. The grand danger to be appre- 
hended im performing this operation is, the 
laceration of the perineum. Watch—be- 
Ware ; security may sometimes require the 
inspection of the perineum, but this is rare. 
Without much exposure, the object may, if 
necessary, be accomplished. 

The second ase already mentioned, also 
admitting the use of the short forceps, is 
that in which the head is at the outlet of 
the pelvis, with the face on the symphysis 
pubis, and the occiput on the sacrum, the 
Sagittal suture bearing on the perineum. 
Now in this case, for the safety of the wo- 
man, I do believe you will often find it bet- 
ter to lay open the cranium, as the forceps 
may bruise—tear; and after all, perhaps, | 








tified, the head comes away easily enough 
probably under the natural efforts, wnnid 
by further instrumental assistance. 

The grand errer in this case to be avoided 
is, the making such pressure on thé softer 
parts, when the head is abstracted, as may 
occasion sloughiug or laceration of the peri- 
neum ; more especially when the softer parts 


| are greatly distended, or when the head is 


extraordinarily large ; the fetus too fre- 
quently dying in consequence of this pres- 
sure ; and hence the remark with which 1 
opened ; I mean, that in cases of this kind, 
1 am not sure that it will not often be the 
wiser practice to sacrifice the foetus at once, 
by laying open the cranium, as we may thus 
preserve the person of the mother from these 
formidable injuries. 

The third case in which I may demon- 
strate the use of the short forceps, is that in 
which the head is at the outlet, as before, 
the face lying to the one, and the occiput 
to the other side. In a case like this, it is 
rarely necessary to use instruments at all ; 
but want of room, or a failure of pains, or 
a large and unexpected eruption of blood 
from the uterus may render the use of in- 
struments heéessaty. In causes of this kind 
you may apply instruments in two ways: 
you may lay the forceps in the sides of the 
pelvis, over the face and occiput; after 
which you may gently place the face in the 
hollow of the sacrum, and the occiput undet 
the arch ; subsequently cautiously abstract- 
ing the head, with or without the application 
of the forceps, in the usual manner, over the 
ears. Or, instead of operating in this man- 
ner, you may, if you please, apply the in- 
strument from the first, in the ordinary 
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mode, over the sides of the head, and this|the embryospastic instruments. To mere 





you should do where you can, the 
Wade béteg made to fit the head in this man- 
ner. If, however, apply the forceps in 
this way over the cam, ta es one under con- 
sideration, you must place one blade in the 
front of the pelvis, and the other behind, 
where the ears are lying, proceeding on the 
principles already laid down for the use of 
the instrument in the sides of the pelvis. 
For this it may be convenient to 
introduce first the blade, which is to be in- 

between the cranium and the front 


‘dexterity in the use of these instruments, 
therefore, I would give but small praise, 
Nay, sometimes the most intellectual ac- 
coucheurs are, haps, the very men who 
are the least skilful in the use of these in- 
struments; for never using them unless pe- 
remptoril wired, (if not engaged in a 
pone sm Magn esa they can have but 
very rare occasion to administer them. In 
truth it is not so much in the use of instru- 
ments, as in the selection of those cases in 
which the use of instruments is really re- 





of the pelvis. The method of operating I 
here demonstrate. Having secured the head, 
in this manner you draw down, and con- | 
ducting the face into the hollow of the sa- 
crum, gently, gradually, and with great care 
of the perineum, you deliver as re. 

The turning of the face by mistake into 
the front of the pelvis instead of placing it 
on the sacrum, is a principal error against | 
which you must guard in managing these 


quired, and in the determination of the pre- 
cise moment when we ought to interpose 
with instrumental help, that the judgment 
of the practitioner appears. 

The worst of consequences arise, no 
doubt, from the neglect or rejection of 


instruments, where they are really demand- 


ed by the nature of the case; bruises, 
sloughings, inflammations, tions, and 
the death of the mother, the death of 





cases. When you have secured the head,! the child, may all be the result ; neverthe- 
remember that you are to turn the face into less, the cases in which patients may suffer 
the hollow of the sacrum, and afterwards! because instruments have not been em- 
abstract the fwtus in the ordinary way.| ployed when they have really been required, 
Doing the reverse of this, you throw the oc-| are by no means frequent fa their occur- 
ciput into the hollow, and thereby create| rence, and therefore it is impossible for 
the very difficulty before considered, and men, in general prectice, to err frequently 
which it is so to avoid. Ifyou even in abstaining altogether from the use 
will give nature fair play, as you draw | of instruments in all cases. Really, if you 
down, I believe you will generally find that | go down into the country, even without the 
the face will, of itself, turn round upon the lever and forceps, you may be in practice 





back of sed are or, at all events, that a considerable time before you find your 


only small 
quired. 


There is one other error which you may} 
commit in using the short forceps, most ex- 
travagant it is, and tremendous as extrava- 
gant; I mean the introducing of one blade 
into the rectum and the other into the va- 
gima, the gut becoming enclosed in this 
manner between the blade and head, the 
error is possible, but is scarcely pardonabie ; | 
the man whois guilty of such enormity, ought 
to relinquish the nome of an accoucheur. 

I will send you round a preparation of 
the perineum, where the genital fissure and 
the anus are formed into one aperture : 
repeatedly have I seen this accident—be 
cautious therefore. 


Rules for determining whether the Embryospas- 
tie Instruments should or should not be used. 
The practitioner who has a moderate 

share mechanical genius—who under- 

stands moreover, thoroughly, the process of 
examination—and who, as every accoucheur 
ought to do, has acquainted himself with 
the general obstetric anatomy of the pelvis, 
the child, and the softer parts in connexion 
with the pelvis—such a practitioner, with 
the hel ofa little experience, can, I con- 
ceive, find but very litde difficulty in using 


gentle assistance will be re- 





need of them ; though, as your ci of 
action enlarges, you are likely to feel the 
want of these arms at last. If you must err, 
then, take my advice, and err rather by the 
neglect or rejection of instruments than by 
their too frequent use, for the cases in 
which you may use instruments without 
need, are as numerous as the cases that 
may fall under your care, with the excep- 
tion of the very, very few in which these 
weapons are really required. In the com- 
mon course of practice, great evil results 
from using instruments where are not 
required: young men, who feel they have 
skill enough to manage these implements, 
sometimes feel, too, a prurient pensi 
to have recourse to their use. Whee. ond 
ever, you lay your hand upon the tractor or 
forceps, remember that the accoucheur who 
is meddlesome may be guilty of occasioning 
laceration of the perineum, rupture of the 
vagina, compression and death of the child, 
inflammation of the abdomen of the mother, 
and many other fatal consequences, which 
l have myself had occasion to see ; a list of 
; ae surely, sufficient to alarm the pru- 
ent. 

To individuals it is no doubt an advan- 
tage that obstetric instruments should exist, 
though to the sex at large it is, perhaps, an 
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evil and a curse ; for, if we were to take 
Co serene aren the evil and all the good 
which results from the use of instruments, 
I do believe it would be found that the total 
evil has considerably exceeded the advantage 
derived from this artificial assistance, It is 
therefore of the utmost importance to you, 
not merely to learn to use instruments, for 
if unskilful in using them, in a large town 
at least, you may often procure assistance ; 
but it is of the bighest importance, that 
you » moreover, learn to know the 
cases in which the use of them is required, 
so that, whether you operate yourself, or 
choose to put in requisition the assistance 
of others, you may be able to select cases 
which are fitting, and to ascertain too the 
proper moment for action; now to the con- 
sideration of this point I next proceed. 

If an accoucheur of much experience, en- 
gaged in avery large practice, can admi- 
nister the lever with great dexterity, I 
could pardon him for using this instrument 
occasionally to save a little time, provided 
he feel fully satisfied that he can operate 
without injury either to the mother or her 

i A sort of amnesty may, I think, 
be extended to the man who does this; yet, 
after all, the practice is aot to be commend- 
ed ; and, as to the administration of instru- 
ments atically and officiously, and 
where any danger may result—absit—you are 
all agreed, I presume, that it ought never 
once to be thought of. Again : 

In consultation practice, you will some- 
times be called to cases in which the friends 


are anxious; and the practitioner is worn | 
out by harassment of many hours at the bed | 


side, with amind full of perplexity ; the pa- 
tient herself, especially if she bas been deli- 
vered by instruments before, is importu- 
nately desirous that instruments may be em- 
ployed again. In cases of this kind I have 
myself, in some instances, had recourse to 
the forceps, and delivered the woman with 
safety ; nevertheless, | have considered my- 
self culpable for so doing. The mere de- 
sire of the woman, or of the accoucheur 
who has been previously in attendance, or 
of the friends themselves, furnishes no suf- 
ficient reason whatever why you should use 
the instruments, for life may be at stake, 
and you are not to recommend instruments 
iu an adulatory manner, merely to flatter 
the feelings, but because, in reason, you 
perceive that they are peremptorily re- 
quired. 


When women are narrow in the pelvis, 
it sometimes happens, that they have been 
repeatedly before delivered by the use of 
the lever or forceps ; six or eight children, 
perhaps, having been born, all of them under 
instrumental practice. Now, if a skilful and 
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have been in attendance upon the woman, 
this is a strong presumptive argument why 
you should use instruments again ; but, after 
all, it is only a presumptive argument, desery- 
ing to be considered as a make-weight in the 
scale, but nothing more. A woman may 
have borne six children, all under the use of 
instruments, and yet the seventh may not 
require their employment, because the child, 
born prematurely, may be of small size ; 
because, too, it may be one of twins or trip- 
lets ; because, from other causes, it may be 
unusually soft and small. 


When engaged in practice, you will, no 
doubt, feel disposed to determine respecting 
the necessity for instrumental aid, by mak- 
ing your measurements of the pelvis. In the 
preliminary lectures, I endeavoured to ex 
plain to you how the pelvis is to be 
measured ; nor would | have this measure- 
ment more especially at the brim, be- 
tween the symphysis pubis and the promon- 
tory of the sacrum, to be neglected. Never- 
theless, [ have the satisfaction to tell you, 
and | say satisfaction, because the declaration 
implies a diminution of difficulties, that it is 
not by the nicer measurement of the pelvis 
that you are to decide upon those cases in 
which you are to use the embryospastic in- 
struments, If the pelvis be contracted, or 
distorted in a high degree, you may often, 
jou examination, ascertain, at once, that un- 
assisted delivery is impossible ; but, in ge- 
neral, when the tractor or forceps are pro- 
posed, the contractions are small. Now, in 
these nice cases, to determine within a line 
or two what is the measure of the pelvis, 
must often be a point of difficulty to the 
experienced, and, not infrequently, beyond 
the skill of an ordinary practitioner; and, 
moreover, if the pelvis be measured with 
unhoped-for exactitude, we must still re- 
main in doubt as to the bulk of the head, 
which is very various. It is true, indeed, 
that this inquiry might be ascertained by 
carrying the whole hand into the uterus ; 
but then this is an operation of danger, and 
should never be had recourse to if avoidable. 
On these accounts therefore, although, cer- 
tainly, the examination of the pelvis ought 
not to be neglected, I should not advise you 
to take principally from these measurements 
the determination whether you will, or not, 
have recourse to instruments. 





The appearance of any dangerous symp- 
toms is sometimes adduced as an argument 
for the use of instruments, and I[ allow its 
force, provided the symptoms arise from the 
prolongation of the labour; and delivery 
seems to be the only effectual means of over- 
coming those dangerous symptoms. If 
there is tenderness of the abdomen ; col- 
lapse of the strength; irritability of the 





fosbearing accoucheur, one not meddlesome, 





nerves ; restlessness ; arising pulse, mount 





i SNE mc. - 





| 
; 





102 DR. BLUNDELL ON THE USE. OF INSTRUMENTS. 


pe be 110 to 120, 30, or 40, in the minute, 
these are certainly strong arguments for 
having recourse to instruments. It was only 
the other day I was obliged to make use of 


thirty-six hours, and dangerous 
beginning to manifest themselves, 
felt myself compelled to deliver. 

The mere prolongation of the labour, too, 
is certainly a reason, and a good one, for 
the use of instruments. You should mea- 
sure the term from the dilatation of the os 
uteri and the discharge of the liquor amnii, 
that being the epoch, or time, at which the 
heavier pressure begins to bear upon the 
softer parts; after which, therefore, this 

ressure is likely to become injurious. Now, 
may be laid down as a sort of gene- 
ral rule, that no woman shonld be left in 
strong labour for more than twenty-four 
hours after the discharge of the waters; 
I say im strong labour, ofter the discharge of 
the amnii, for if the water be not es- 
, and no dangerous are ap- 
ony t, it matters little an she hehe 
in labour for a week, or a day; in the 
ordinary course of things, no danger need 
be apprehended. But if, after discharge of 
the water, the woman have been in 
labour for twenty-four hours, she ought to 
be delivered on two accounts : first, because 
after fruitless labour for twenty-four hours, 
subsequently to the discharge of the water, 
it is unreasonable to expect that the 
natural efforts will expel the child ; and, 
secondly, because where labour is suffered 


the forceps; the woman had been in 
Snes hey | 
toms 





to run on beyond acertain time, even though 
no‘dangerous symptoms have vet appeared— 
ofa sudden, vmtinee, when all seem fair| 
and smooth, the vessel! strikes and founders ; 
the pulse rises to 130 or 140 in a minute, 
the countenance falls, and speedily, or in a 
few hours afterwards, the woman dies. In 
these cases there are usvally extensive 
bruisings, and now and then very extensive 
lacerations, of the womb. 


And thus much, then, respecting the 
general indications, which are pointed out 
as the criteria marking the necessity of 
having recourse to instruments. I have 
communicated them all, not with the pur- 
a that you may be guided by them, for 

shall give you my own indications pre- 
sently, but rather to prevent you from being 

isguided. The prolongation of the labour, 
and the attack of dangerous symptoms to 
be effectually relieved by delivery only, } 
oe as a valid argument im. sup- 
port of the use of instruments. But the 
convenience of the accoucheur, the wish of 
the patient or friends, the use of instru- 
ments in former labours, the measurement 
of the pelvis, are all inconclusive reasons, 








and will not alone bear you out in the 


recommendation of instrumental assistance. 
But here methinks ! here it said—as you tell 
us that there isso much importance in se- 
lecting the proper moment for the use of 
instruments, can you ibe for us no 


preseri 
| plain rule, by the observance of which the 


novice in midwifery may be kept near the 
line of correct practice? This question, 1 
think, | can answer affirmatively. The rale, 
which I have repeatedly taken oceasion to 
mention even in preceding lectures, and 
which you will probably re on recital, 
is—that if a woman have not been in labour 
pty meipcies a i 
0 iquor amnii, and ifno Tous symp- 
toms des, manifest, you ought Getto interfere: 
Why should you? Why not wait?’ A med- 
dlesome midwifery is bad. But, on the 
other hand, if the patient have been in 
strong labour for four-and-twenty hours, or, 
independently of this strong labour for 
four-and-twenty hours, if dangerous 
toms are apparent, to be relieved effec 
by delivery only, let your tractor or forceps 
be empl ; for although it be true, that 
the use of them is at all times an evil, yet, 
under these circumstances, to use them is 
a smailer evil than to refrain. But further, 
there may be cases of vera oa Nong 
ter, in which the arguments , oF 
the contrary, may be so very nicely 
that, notwithstanding the rule prescribed, it 
may not be very easy to take your resolu« 
tion. What then is to be done here? Why, 
Gentlemen, in this dilemma, the degree of 
your instrumental skill should decide, and, 
if you are dexterous, determine the point in 
a of instrumental delivery—if unskilful, 
refrain. 
Here then is the rule I would lay down, 
as much consideration as I have been 
able to give the subject, and which I would 
recommend you to follow to the exclusion of 
all the others, until you have formed for 
ourselves a better. Ifthe woman have not 
en in labour for four-and-twenty hours, 
and rous symptoms do not appear, be- 
ware of instruments; if she have been in 
labour four-and-twenty hours, or if danger- 
ous symptoms manifest themselves, 
give instrumental assistance ; and, leatly, if 
we cone bo Oey paw! 8, tful 
whether instruments t to be emplo 
or not, then, pase gaa are xilfel’ in 
handling instruments, make use of them if 
you please ; but should you be wanting in 
dexterity, then give a fair trial to the natu- 
ral efforts, and if they fail you, have recourse 
to further assis‘ance. 
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| atrophy. There was no trace of the pitui- 
jtary gland. The retina was thin, red, and 
nearly transparent. 
| There are some points worthy of atten- 
| tion in this case; the patient could see 
objects distinctly a few days before death, 
and there was nearly complete interruption 
ort nearest of the optie nerve from the brain to the 
7 eye. The optic nerves were also in a state 
BY Me MAGENDIE”, ' of atrophy anterior to the cyst, and the retina 
We have given an account in this Journal was thin and transparent, appearances which 
of an experiment which clearly shows, that are only observed im individuals who have 
the fifth pair of nerves is the principal or- heen blind for many years, and in whom 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


—_—_———— 


MAY VISION BE PRESERVED, Norwitu- | 
STANDING THE DESTRUCTION OF bbl 








that 


that the senses of vision and hearing 


fifth pair is di 
mal loses its sight, no’ 


ofthe general sensibility of the head, | the optic nerves have not suffered any dimi- 
it is positively the agent of smell, and nution of size, or any apparent alteration in 
are de- 
nt on it for a peculiar kind of influence, | 
their special sensibility, Hence, when the | ' 
is divided on both sides, the ani- | is ne 
that the 


their central medullary part. The same 
phenomena may be observed in mammalia 
who have become blind, and in whom there 

parent alteration of the optic nerve. 
In re an eon » loss of sight is 


iris is still acted on by the sudden admis- followed in fifteen days by atrophy of the 


sion of light. But, although analog 


might | optic nerve, Lf we admit, therefore, as 


lead us to , that the fifth pair could true, the preceding aceount, it is scarcely 
even vunpaualy 


ly the action of the | 
have recently come | 
under our own observation, which set the was it im a fit state to act. 


optie nerve, some 
matter beyond doubt. 


AMAUROSIS } DEVELOPMENT OF A CYST BE- 
BIND THE COMMIZSURE OF THE OPTIC 
NERVE. 


On the admission of the patient into the 
Hotel Dieu, the pupils were very much 
dilated ; the right possessed slight motion, 
the left none. Phe power of the left eye 
was completely destroyed, but the a Te- 
tained the power of vision in a slight degree. 
it was about eighteen months that the pa- 
tient, whose business was that of writing, 
had been obliged to give up his occupation, 
on account of violent in the head and 
gradual loss of sight. e usual means were 
resorted to, but without any relief, and the 

jent ome day expired suddenly ; a few 
a however, before his death, he could 


see objects distinctly. 

I io cadaveris,— Between the decussa- 
tion af the aptic nerve, and pons varolii, 
in fact withia the circle of is, there was 


Ma ah poe of a hen’s egg, partly 
TOUS, osseous in its structure, 
which parses Jn to the tractus opticus. 
The cyst was filled with a yellowish matter, 
mixed with blood. Laterally and superiorly 
the cyst corres to the optic nerves, 
which it had flattened and ae Sr 
The remains of the nerves ted inter- 
nelly to the cyst, by the cerebral matter, 
and apteriorly were in a white spot on 
the osseous a poe corresponded to the 
commissure. Still nearer to the optic fora- 
mina, the nerves were found in a state of 





* Journal de Physiologie, Jan. 1828. 











possible to attach in that the exercise of 
Vision ta the retina, since, on neither side, 
We must, 
therefore, have recourse to the fifth pair, to 
understand how the impression of light was 
jyessmicten to the brain. I am aware that 
this conjecture may ar strange to most 
of my readers, wha pa been accustomed 
to regard the optic nerve as essential to 
vision as the heart is to the circulation. 
I must, however, state, that my experiments 
(Journal de Phys., val. iv.) on the optic 
nerves were not favourable to this opinion, 
for if a nerve be divided in the cranium, 
anterior to its decussation, the eye of the 
same side does not act. And, lastly, if the 
point of decussation itself be divided on the 
mediau live, the animal becomes completely 
blind. From these experiments, then, it is 
evident that the optic nerve is indispensa- 
ble to vision, but them here the lesion of 
the nerve is sudden, whilst in the case re- 
lated, its alteration was slow. 

Case.—A woman, seventy years of age, 
who had died of some complaint unconnect- 
ed with the nervous system, was brought 
into the theatre at Salpetriere to be ex- 
amined. For a long time she had been 
blind on the righteye, and the lens of this 
side had been opaque ; she had been able 
to see on the left side. The right optic 
nerve was of the usual size; that on the 
other side was much smaller, thie, and in 
@ state of i: This alteration was so 
distinct, that those who were present ima- 
gined that the person must have been blind 
on the right eye. 


We do not see how either of the above 


cases goes to prove that the power of vision 
is not dependent on the optic nerves ; in the 
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first case, the optic nerves were not com- 


pletely destroyed ; and, in the second, al- | Y°*s 


though vision was more perfect on the side 
where the optic nerve was affected than 
on the other where it was not, still there 


was a very apparent cause in the right eye, | 


perfectly independent of the nerve, viz., 
opacity of the lens. M. Magendie regrets 
that he was not present himself at the ex- 
amination of the last case. 


A CASE OF SUFFOCATION PRODUCED BY THE 
PRESENCE OF A LEBCH IN TUE LARYNX. 





BY DR. LACRETELLE.* 


A soldier suddenly felt a sense of suffoca- 
tion, and the surgeon of the regiment was 
sent for in great haste. The fact was, that 
ing through a country during great 
fox the men drank, without the least pre- 
caution, in most of the streams, or even 
pools, which they met with. We found our 
patient with a red and swollen face; his 
mouth frothy, his eyes turned up, and his 
breathing almost entirely suspended. After 
this he came to his senses ; he soon 
fell, ver, into the same state, No symp- 
tom of apoplexy was present ; his . 
ing only appeared embarrassed, and the ob- 
stacle which opposed the entrance and exit 
of air, to us the sole cause of all 
these symptoms. oun attemping to answer 
an ,a x came on, 
an tb wes compelicd to desist. The intro- 
duction of a foreign body into the trachea, 
a to us as the ble cause of his 
su gs, hence we decided on performing 
. Whilst we were making pre- 
rations for this operation, our patient 
reathed his last. 

On opening the body, we discovered a 
leech ia the right ventricle of the larynx ; 
it was only with great trouble, that we de- 
tached it from its situation. Its body, 
rather large, obstructed the glottis, and 
rendered the entrance of air, by this open- 
ing, almost impossible. 





OPENING OF THE FORAMEN OVALE, WITH 
GENERAL CONTRACTION OF THE AORTA 
AND ARTERIES, WITHOUT CYANOSIS. 

BY M. MIGUEL.t 


This case tends to prove, that the blue 
disease dees not depend on the communi- 
cation of the right with the left cavities of 
the heart, and confirms what MM. Fougier 
Breschet, Marc, &c., have published on this 





* Gazette de Santé, 25 Fevrier, 1828. 
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subject. This is a case of a man th 
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nance was of a bluish colour ; at 
the heart and head, accom ied wi 
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y 
From these » Mr. Cai t 
that there ws anid ee ite 
left ventricle, with contraction of the orifice of 
the aorta, by a commencement of ossi ¥ 
the sygmoid valves. After ining in the hos- 


auricles, were doubled in thickness and ca- 
pacity ; the two auricles communicated to- 
gether by an opening of the size of half a 
crewn, thin, and rounded; this was evi- 
dently the foramen ovale, not obliterated, 
The pulm veins were dilated; the 
aorta, and all the arteries of the body were, 
on the contrary, of smaller size than usual. 





CASE OF HEMATEMESIS OCCASIONED BY A 
LEECH IN THE STOMACH,* 


BY M. VANDERBACH. 


A soldier, after having experienced for 
fifteen days pain in the stomach, accompa- 
nied with vomiting of blood, felt somethin, 
which ascended along the and 
which attached itself to the ide of the 
Xx, producing a tumour which impeded 
leglutition and respiration. The vomiting 
ceased a little; but the patient continually 
and his expectorations were 
mixed, both with black and red blood: two 
days after, when the patient was lving down, 
he was awakened by a sense of'pain in the 
er a the back of the 
‘auces ; he introduced his hands to this 
and drew out a leech, which was alive. 
patient stated, that he had drank several 


"| times from streams, but he had never ob- 


served any foreign body in the water. From 
this time the symptoms all disappeared. 








* Journ. Univ. 
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LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
April 14, 1828. 


Dr. Hastam, President, in the Chair. 


HYSTERIAs—FRACTURE OF THE CERVIX 
FEMORIS. 


Tux subject of hysteria was resumed.— 
Mr. Sueancey remarked thatthe term hyste- 
ria was properly applied to a certain conca- 
tenation of symptoms, which symptoms being 
dependent upon various conditions of the 
system, of consequence require a diversified 
treatment. 


Dr, Hastam observed that Celsus has 
treated of hysteria under the epithet— 
morus vulve, making a natural and important 
discrimination in this variety of the disease, 
and recommending the abstraction of blood. 

Dr, L.Srewanr inquired whether hysteria 
is confined to the female sex. 

Mr. Watter was of opinion that the dis- 
ease consists essentially in an irritable con- 
dition of the brain andnerves, induced by 
Various remote causes. 

The discussion upon hysteria here termi- 
nated, and the Registrar proceeded to detail 
a case of fracture of the neck of the right 
femur. The subject of the accident was a 
woman, 62 years of age, and the injury oc- 
curred from falling on the right side ; the 
usual characteristics of fracture of the cervix 
femoris were present in amarked degree. As 
the woman was in a declining state of health, 
the only means adopted .was simply confin- 
ing her to bed, and she sunk at the expira- 
tion of two months. It was ascertained that 
about two years and a half previously, she 
had met with an accident to the left hip, 
by which she was confined for some time, 
and remained lame afterwards ; the limb 
being shortened, and the foot everted. In 
the post mortem examination, Mr. Field 
removed the upper part of each thigh-bone 
with its acetabulum, and these preparations 
he submitted to the inspection of the So- 


ciety. 

Me. Amessury said that he considered 
the preparations to be of a very important 
description, inasmuch as they tended to 
throw some light upon a much disputed 

int—fracture of the cervix femoris. He 
believed that one of the preparations showed 
a fracture within the capsule, united by 
bone, and the other, where the injury had 
been more recent, exhibited appearances 
which further tended to confirm the possibi- 
lity of such an event. In both accidents, 
considerable retraction of the limb and ever- 
sion of the foot, immediately supervened ; 
on the left side, where the first injury took 
place, there appeared to be shortening of the 
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limb to the amount of two inches, or two 
inches and e half, and on the right side the 
shortening was about an inch and a half, 
Mr. Amesbury went on to say, that in look- 
ing at the two ions it would be seen 
that the relative situations of the heads of 
the bone with respect to the shafts were 
very different ; in the old case, which he 
considered as a fracture united, the neck 
of the bone was absorbed, and the head 
rested upon the trochanter minor; in the 
ore recent case, the neck maintained the 
natural oblique line as regards the shaft, 
The head of the bone in the latter case, Mr, 
Amesbury contended, was at the distance of 
two inches from the lesser trochanter, 
clearly evincing, in his opinion, that the 
ition of the bone in the former case arose 
rom accident, and not from disease. On 
the upper surface of the neck of the left 
bone, Mr. Amesbury said, there was seen a 
projection indicating the natural direction 
of the neck—in the longitudinal section of 
the bone was seen a line of dense bony 
matter, showing the natural direction of the 
lower partof the neck, the shell of which 
part extended upwards, passing into the 
cancellated structure of the head. But, as 
the greater part of the callus which joined 
the surfaces had become cancellated, it ap- 
peared like the other parts of the natural 
internal structure of the head and neck of 
the bone. The head of the bone, in both 
cases, was connected to the capsular liga- 
ment by strong bands of ligamentous mat- 
ter, similar to those observed in Mr. Cuorn- 
Ley’s case, and from the circumstance of 
thesebands appearing also in the more recent 
case, in which no bony union had taken 
place, Mr. Amesbury inferred that they 
were formed as a first step on the part of 
nature, in order to fix the parts prior to the 
commencement of ossification. 

After the preparations had been handed 
round, and minutely inspected, several mem- 
bers expressed their opinion, that with re- 
spect to the left femur there was no evidence 
of fracture of the neck presented in the ap- 
pearance of the bone ; but, that the falling 
down of the head of the bone was the result 
of disease, and not of accident. Mr, Ames- 
bury, having been calied upon to say whetber 
the ordinary symptoms of fracture of the cer- 
vix femoris were present in the first accident, 
admitted that he was in possession of no posi- 
tive evidence ; it had been reported to him, 
by the friends, that the limb became sborten- 
ed and everted, immediately after an injury 
similar to the last, which he witnessed. It 
was admitted, on all sides, that the evi- 
dence was unsatisfactory in the extreme ; 
and in respect to the “bands” alluded to 
by Mr. Amesbury, it was argued that they 
were not adventitious substances, but sim- 
ply portions of the capsular ligament, Mr, 
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A , although solus in his opinions, 
he bem et functions of the human body. 


his nd ; it to his op- 
ponents if they denind a fracture hed 
ever taken place in the left femur, to show 
in what manner the head of the bone had 
assamed its unnatural situation, en 
the direction of the neck of the right femur 
was natural. 

[tm the course of the evening it was an- 
nounced from the chair, that a general 
meeting of the members would take place 
én Monday next, for the purpose of de- 
termining upon the propriety of presenting 
a petition to Parliament on the supply of 
bodies for the purposes of dissection. 





Aprit 21, 1828. 
Dr, Wruttams in the Chair. 


Twe important nature of the subject 

before the Society this evening, 

prodnced a very full attendance of the mem- 
bers. 


De. Civrrensvex pointed out, in a for- 
eible manner, the di tages and impedi- 
ments which at present exist in the cultiva- 
tion of the science of anatomy ; he observed, 
that at the time he was a pupil, sabjects 
could be red at the price of two gui- 
neas ; whilst, at the present time, twenty 
guineas, or more, are paid, and the bodies 
are obtained with the greatest difficulty. 
Phe consequence of this, Dr. Clutterbuck 
remarked, is, that students, with limited 
means, omit the stady of anatomy, whilst 


,and atacheaprate. The worthy 
eoncloded by moving, that a petition 
which had been drawn up by the couneil, 
and intended to be mted to the Com- 
mons, should be . 
The Registrar then read the petition, and 
ned debate arose it; Mr. 
Kingdon, Mr. Cook (late of Exeter,) and 
other members, objecting to the petition on 
the ground of its referring almost exclu- 
sively to the hardships experienced by 
teachers, in the want of subjects for dissee- 
. twas at length moved by Mr. Lam- 
bert, that » part of the petition to the above 
effect should be omitted, und this having 
been agreed to, together with some verbal 
amendments, the following petition was 
altimately adopted. 


blished in the year 1773. 
Showeth,—That the 


and surgical seience is founded upon an im-}for the purposes 


PARLIAMENT. 
timate and minute acquaintance with the 


That the requisite knowledge of anatomy 
and physiology can only be obtained by the 


frequent inspection constant of 
the dead human subj 

_ That an uate supply of dead — 
is 


necessary to 
teachers of medical aud surgical science, to 
explain to students the complex structure 
and varied functions of the animal frame in 
health, and the innumerable alterations ef- 


fected in it by different states of disease. 
That the i and surgeons of this 
kingdom are ether prevented from ob- 


taining such adeqaate supply by the exist- 
ing laws, which prohibit, under severe pe- 
eahiea, both pecan and personal, the 
appropriation of dead bodies generally, to 
anatomical 


purposes. 

That the facility with which subjects. for 
anatomical can be procured im all 
other countries compared with this, neées- 
sarily compels t numbers of medical 
and surgical stulouts to go abroad for the 
oy of prosecuting their professional 

es. 


Your petitioners, therefore, humbly en- 
treat your honourable house to take the 
matter of their petition into your 
consideration, and to afford them relief, 
as to your honourable house shall seem 
meet. And, &c. 


It was unanimously resolved, that the 
petition should be placed in the hands of 
Mr. Warburton, and that it should remain 
for signature, at the rooms of the Society, 
until one o'clock of the following day ; the 
time being thus limited, in consequence of 
the motion for a committee in the Hosse of 
Commons, taking on Tuesday night. 

On the motion of Mr. Kingdon, a Com- 
mittee was appointed for the purpose of 
drawing up a petition, to be presented to 
the House of Lords ; and it appeared to be 
the general wish of the Society, that this 
petition should be more comprehensive in 
its nature, than the one agreed upon for the 
Commons. 
Mr. Atcock, on this point, very well re- 
marked, that the leading feature of the 

titions on this subject should be public 
Credit, end that the hesdships ond grievances 
of individuals, or classes of individuals, 
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Mr. Wray argued, the would be paved, 
as it were, towards dimistebing the preju- 
diees of the public. 

Mr. Lamaser met these opinions by 
observing, that the notion of medical men 
giving up their own bodies, which bad been 


essence, observing, that in many cases of 
mania, there are no proofs of cerebral de« 
rangement. 

Dr. Jouxstone, on the other hand, con- 
tended, that in the majority of cases of 
mania, there are traces of disease to be found 
in the brain, and he appealed to Dr. Bur. 
rows’ experience on the subject, saying, that 
he (Dr. Burrows) knew these things ‘‘de- 
vilish well.” 

Dr. Burrows said, that he certainly had 
dissected the brains of maniacal patients 
most carefully, and, in many instances, had 
not been able to detect organic lesion. 

Dr. Wuicurt, of Bethlehem, remarked, 
that jhe had examined the brains of more 
than one hundred insane patients, and had 
found im all these cases palpable proofstof 
disease. Dr. Wright passed a high eulogium 


on , as the only true means of 
ab ane the an mind. 

Dr. Coptanp referred to the observa- 
tions of a physician of Berlin, who states, as 
the result of his experience, that im one 
hundred insane patients, whose brains he 
had inspected, there were but few instances 
of organic lesion. 

Dr. Erps very ably replied, and the So- 
ciety then adjourned, 












propo- 
sition was self-evident, that if the person 
i to dissection, had no friends or 
wilhng 
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ieee al wed w ; April 19, 1828. 
wR -cespast ta ae Mr. H. Mayo ia the Chair, 


Tus evening we had nearly the same ar- 
gumeats and the same speakers as op the 
two former occasions ; Dr. Epps commen- 
cing the business, and being followed by 
Mr, Bennett and Dr. Ley on the opposite 
side of the question. Mr. Bennett attacked 
the doctrine of phrenology on the ground of 
its being opposed to his observations in com- 
parative anatomy. He contended, on the 
authority of Treviranus and Desmoulins, 
that the frog possesses no cerebellum, whilst 
Dr. Epps as strenuously contested that this 
animal has a cerebellum, and pulled a dis- 
sected frog from his pocket as demonstra- 
tive evidence of the truth of his assertion. 

Dr. Barry having first declared that he 
had not studied phrenolugy in its details, 
and was only acquainted with the outlines 
or principles of the science, proceeded to 
spesk against the details; phrenology, 
however, suffered nothing in the encounter. 
The only observation which fell from Dr, 
Barry worthy of notice was, that he had as- 
sisted in performing some experiments on 
the cerebellum of a guinea pig, from which 
he had arrived at the conclusion, that this 
part of the brain does not preside over the 
generative system. A piece of wire waa 
passed into the cere m of the guinea 
pig, but no effect was produced oa the geni- 
tal parts; but when the wire was carried 
De. Lav treated of the mind as a distinet | dowa to the spinal marrow at the loins, and 

















WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
Aprit 12, 1828. 






-_— 
Dr. Barry in the Chair. 
FURTHER DISCUSSION ON INSANITY, 
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MEETING AT THE WEBB STREET SCHOOL. 











this part irritated, then erection of the penis 
and emission of the semen took place. 

Dr. SomerviLe occasioned much merri- 
ment by stating, that he had requested Dr. 
Epps to inspect the head of a young lady, 

that after Dr. Epps had done so, he 
expressed an opinion that the young lady, 
amongst other good qualities, remark- 
able and great love of offspring. 
The person of whom this opinion was given, 
was Catherine Welsh, the woman exe- 
cuted a few days since at the Old Bailey for 
the murder of her infant, and whose is 
now under dissection at the Windmill Street 
School. 

It was announced from the Chair, that 
Dr. Milligan at the ensuing meeting, would 
bring forward a paper on the sanability ef 
phthisis alis, and in the course of 
the evening it was stated by Dr. Webster, 
that a deputation had waited upon Mr. 
Warburton, and placed in his hands the pe- 
tition agreed to by the Society on the sub- 
ject of dissection. 





MEETING 


OF THE STUDENTS AND FRIENDS OF THE 
WEBB STREET SCHOOL OF ANATOMY AND 
MEDICINE. 


A mertiyc, which was numerously attended, 
was held on Thursday in the above theatre, 
to take into consideration the propriety of 
petitioning Parliament for the removal of 
the difficulties which obstruct the study of 
anatomy. 

Mr. Grarxcen, on being called to take 
the chair, addressed the meeting :-—He said, 
that he believed it was almost unnecessary 
for him to insist on the importance of the 
question which they were met to discuss— 
it was to petition both Houses of Parlia- 
ment to remove the difficulties now existing 
for obtaining bodies for the purpose of dis- 
section. It was unnecessary to enlarge on 
the absolute necessity of a supply of bodies 
in such an assembly. Frequently, in con- 
sequence of the difficulty of procuring the 
necessary supplies, there was considerable 
interruption to the anatomical studies. The 
schools in London did not suffer so much as 
those in other parts of the empire. In Edin- 
burgh, it was with extreme difficulty that a 
few subjects could be procured for two or 
three thousand pupils. Another great evil 
was the expense ; this fell in a great part on 
the students, but more so on the lecturer. 
Tt was a matter of regret, that the great 
price paid for subjects produced another 
serious evil, so far as the British schools 
were concerned ; for pupils were thereby 
compelled to resort to other countries, 





where anatomy might be pursued with 
greater facility. lt was known, that from 
150 to 200 British students annually went 
to Paris to pursue their studies. He had 
no ill feeling to the foreign schools, on the 
contrary, he was most willing to allow that 
they had made great advances in this branch 
of science, owing to the greater facilities 
afforded them. The objections to the pre- 
sent mode of obtaining subjects, not only 
affected the medical profession, but also 
the public generally ; for it lead to a breach 
of the laws, and this breach of the law was 
necessarily sanctioned by anatomical lec- 
turers, who, from their station in society, 
ought to be its supporters. In oer 
they were obliged to league themselves wi 

men who were almost outcasts of society. 
The robbery of the grave often led to greater 
crimes: a short time since, 9 resurrection 
man went in company with two returned 
convicts professedly to obtain dead bodies ; 
they were apprehended by the police, and 
the implements of house-breaking were 
found in their ion ; this resurrection 
man applied to him (Mr. Grainger) for as- 
sistance to extricate him from his awkward 
situation, and when it was objected that he 
was engaged in more business 
than that of procuring subjects, he answered, 
that the implements were for 
opening vaults. Thus was the lecturer 
placed in this dilemma, either to sanction 
the conduct of the individual, or to be de- 
prived of his assistance at some future time. 
This showed the unpleasant methods of 
which teachers of anatomy were compelled 
to avail themselves, to render their schools 
efficient. 1t was needless to enlarge on the 
danger to which the health of the commu- 
nity would be liable, if anatomical know- 
ledge was not supported as the basis of 
medical and surgical science. Such being 
the difficulties attending the cultivation of 
anatomy, it became a question, if this were 
& proper time to attempt some change ; he 
believed it was, because it had been asserted 
by a gentleman high in authority, that the 
great body of the profession was indifferent 
to the evils which had been mentioned, and 
in some degree the charge was just, be- 
cause the profession had not been sufficient- 
ly active. Had they formerly exerted them- 
selves, the present proceedings would pro- 
bably have been unnecessary. The ques- 
tion has already been brought before the 
notice of the House of Commons, and the 
exertions of those members who are favour- 
able to some alterations, would be most ma- 
terially strengthened by the number of the 
petitions which were presented from the 
metropolis and the provincial towns. If the 
question should be referred to a Committee 
of the House, much benefit might be anti- 
cipated from a calm investigation of those 
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progress of anatomy. Such an inquiry | 
would tend materially to remove the preju-_ 
dices which unfortunately exist in the very 
highest classes of society, and thus lead to 
an entire and efficient remedy. 

Dr. Boorr rose to propose, that a pe- 
tition be presented to both Houses of Par. 
liament, and remarked it was surprising 
that, in the nineteenth century, any doubt 
should exist relative to the importance of 
anatomy. From the obloquy passed on dis- 
section, by making it part of the punish- 
ment of murder, from the existence of the 
laws making it criminal to possess the only 
means of arriving at the knowledge of our 

i our being i for 
want of competent know » we were 
placed in a most singularly i 
situation, and it could only require a simple 
statement of the case, for Parliament to re- 
lieve us, He could not see why we should 
not follow the example of the French ; for, 
in France, those individuals who received 
the benefits of a hospital, and died un- 
claimed by their friends, were dissected and 

buried, with the decent formality 
of a funeral ; and, in all the large towns, 
there were a great many who lived by de- 
moralising society, and who were buried at 
the public expense; and such, when un- 
claimed by surviving relatives, might be 
placed at the disposal of anatomists. He 
should not take up the time of the meeting, 
by making any further remarks. Dr. Boott 
then read the following petition :— 


The Petition of the undersigned Lecturers and 
Students of the Webb Street School of 
Anatomy and Medicine 


Showeth,—That it is universally admitted, 
that anatomical knowledge is the basis of all 
medical and surgical science. 

That such knowledge is required by all 
the authorities, which are intrusted with 
the power of conferring medical and surgi- 
cal diplomas. 

That it is required by all the Boards 
which examine into the quelifications of 
candidates for the public service. 

That it is required by the public, and the 
courts of law recognise the justice of the 
claim, for the practitioner, who is proved 
by any error he may commit to be deficient 
iu his knowledge, is severely punished ; 
yet, not only is no legal provision made 

ing tothe student the means of dis- 
section, but no such provision is obtainable, 
without a direct violation of the law. 

That, by a recent decision in a court of 
justice, it is declared that any surgeon is 
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evils which so greatly interfere with the|interred. Thus the 


wiser te Gani 
able, for not acquirmg a complete know- 
ledge of his profession, while the medical 
teacher is punishable, even for having in his 

ion the only possible means by which 
can communicate that knowledge to his 


Phat 

the tendency, and the actual opera- 
tion of this state of things, is to render the 
acquisition of anatomical knowledge, at all 
times, exorbitantly expensive, and at some 
seasons, and in some situations, impossible. 
And hence to compel the student to seek at 
great expense, and with great inconveni- 
ence, for that instruction in foreign coun- 
tries, which might easily, and beneficially, 
be afforded in his own. 

May it therefore please your Lordships, 
to take into your consideration these serious 
and increasing evils, and to afford such 
remedies in your wisdom as may seem meet. 
And your petitioners will ever pray, Kc. 


Mr. Pitcuen said, that in a meeting of 
students devoted to the study of anatomy, it 
must be perfectly unnecessary to insist upon 


| the im ce of the study of anatomy, and 


hence human dissections ; indeed, only once 
did he recollect its absolute necessity being 
called into question, and that, he regretted 
to say, by a judge in his official capacity. 
He certainly wished all who coincided with 
that distinguished person, when unfortu- 
nately the subjects of accidents or di . 
might be attended by men educated accord- 
ing to their own ideas, The difficulty of 
procuring subjects was sufficient already, 
without such opposition. Our Chairman 
spoke of the scarcity met with, particularly 
in some schools. house-pupil informed 
him a few days ago, that he had given his 
part of thirty-five guineas for a single sub- 
ject in Edinburgh. Although expensive 
hove, we have no idea of what occurs at 
some schools. Although they could not 
presume to offer their opinion to Parliament 
upon the subject of remedy, yet it must be 
very simple ; as, in one parish in this me- 
tropolis, no less than 600 persons were an- 
nually buried at the public expense. He 
begged leave, then, most cordially to second 
the petition of Dr. Boott. 

Dr, Sovrnwoop Saurus said, it was not 
necessary to detain them one moment after 
the observations that had been made, and 
the testimony given of the full concurrence 
of the meeting. The removal of those 
enactments, which inflicted dissection as a 

ishment, he hoped was universally felt. 
Te hed been proposed, that those who died 
in hospitals unclaimed by friends, should be 
devoted to the purpose of dissection. He 
only knew of one objection that had been 
raised to this, and that was, it would cause 





anishable, who has, in his possession, a 
body which he knows to have been dis- 








the hospitals to be deserted, ‘That this 
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would not be the case, he might infer from 
culsamhan wileb eoguieed ot Dehignemang 
A certain pope, while a 


student, feeling the imperative necessity 
and extreme difficulty of uring subjects 
for anatomical purposes, determined, should 





THE UTERUS. 


FLOODING AND RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS: 
To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 
Sin,—I enclose you a case of midwifery ; 
if you think it will be of ay benefit to the 
rofession, pethaps you will give it a place 





he ever be raised to power, to remove, if} P 


possible, the restrictions which impeded the 
study of anatomy. When elevated to the 
papal chair, he did not forget bis former 
resolution ; the first act of his reign, was to 
repeal the law which allowed the dissection 
of cfiminals. Shortly after, he mede another 
edict: that every one who entered a hospi- 
tal, was to give his consent to be dissected, 
if he died, The hospitals, for a time, were | 
deserted ; soon however they filled agaia, 
and the greatest benefit accrued to man- 
kind in consequence, and all the other cities 
in Italy were obliged to resort to the same 
measure. He had great pleasure in pro- 
posing the resolution he was about to sub- 
mit, because he knew tbe interest the noble 
Lord, and the honourable gentleman, took 
in the subject. He moved, therefore, that 
the petition be pannapeed by the Marquis of 
Lansdown in House of Lords, and by 
Joha Smith, Esq., in the House of Commens. 


Seconded by Mr. Eccles. 

The Cnaimman alluded to the case of 
Mr. Hall, late pupil of this school, who had 
been pesstenes for having a pod in his 
possession. He trusted, a subscription 
would be entered into, for the mony of 
defraying the expenses incurred, and of 
deci showing the disapprobation of 
the ion at large to the peocennine 
that been instituted against him. 

Dr. Hopkins then moved, that the Chair- 
man do leave the chair. He could not a 
alluding to one part of Mr. Grainger’s ad- 
dress, in which the teachers of anatomy 
were considered equally culpable in the 

of the law, with those who exhumed 
the sabjects ; ani if such were the case, 
what must be the feelings of those who had 
studied at this school, knowing thet there 
was no man more universally beloved and 
esteemed by his pupils, for his public in- 
(ogrity and private worth, then the gentle- 
wan who had just left the chair. 

Dr. Boott having been unanimously 
called upon to take the chair, 

Mr. Scriven proposed a vote of thanks to 
Mr. Grainger, for the able and spirited 
manner with which he had conducted the 
business of the meeting, which was seconded 
by Mr. Holroyd, and carried with great 


applause. 


Upwards of 200 students were present at 
the meeting. 








in Tue Lancer. 1 vouth for its authen- 
ticity. 

I remain, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Tuomas Garenixc, M.D, 
Lecturer on Midwifery, &e. 

No. 1, King Square, Goswell-st. Road, 
March 31, 1628. 


WORCESTER, 


A Case of Hemorrhage, in which the Placenta 
was attached over the Os Uteri. Rupture of 
the Uterus by its own action. 

Mas. —-_—— et. 40, residing at White 

Lady Aston, near Worcester, requested my 

immediate attendance, June 4, 1827. On 

my arrival, she informed me, she had had 
flooding come on whilst she was taking her 
breakfast, to a degree which had caused 
great consternation to herself and family, 
but that it had nearly ceased since she had 
been in bed. She was five months gone with 
child; had not been quite so well lately, 
having been obliged to part with her ser- 
vant, which caused her to exert herself more 
than common. Complains of headach ; 
pulse full and strong; had been troubled 
with palpitation of the heart ; bowels regu- 
lar; no fdeou< ains, but a slight discharge 
continues. Ordered to be kept quiet, and 
repose of body in a horizontal position ; 
light covering ; cool air to be admitted into 
the room ; cloths, dipped in vinegar water, 
to he kept constantly applied te the abdo- 
men ; to take a Jittle cold gruel or lemonade. 

Miter. sanguis ad xiii ; 
BR Infus rosa, §vi. ; 
Magnes suiphat 333. 

Mx. capt. coeh. ij. 4tis horis. 

5. Better; discharge less. 

KR Habeat olei ricini, 358. tertia, qq., hora 
repetend donec plene responderit 
alvus. 

To keep her bed, and pay attention to 
her diet; to avoid over exertion; and if 
the palpitation returns, to lose blood. This, 
was her tenth pregnancy; in the last, Mr. 
Carden, surgeon of this city, attended her 
of a seven-moaths child ; in the previous 
labour I was sent for; that was a pre- 
ternatural case, the presenting, and 
a portion of the funis; she was ndt quite 
gone her full time; she had a good recovery, 
When last at market, a person soerdgntahy 

ushed her down ; she not find herself 
= by .the fall, and returned heme very 
well. 


~~ 
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RUPTURE OF 
2. med. Ol, rivini. 


10. eo ahs 

i ; i ins in 
En — ate slight pains 
R Pi rhei, Bij. 5 


CF me, ; 


St. lavendalt comp. >ii. Ft. mist. eujus 
capiat eich. tag fij. ter in die. , 


Jal # 5.se cutie. pant foe shest tom 


uteri ; the 
now formed I Jeft in the vagina, and remained 
with her till two o'clock, a.m.; vinegar 


cloths were kept constantly applied, and the 
discharge stopped. r 


I acid. %ij. ; 
. og sulph. 3. Ft. mistura cujus 
eapint partem tertiam quarta quaque 


8. Nine o'clock, a.™., Mr, called 
at my house, and informed me a little 
coagulum was thrown off about every quarter 
of an hour, but very trifling in quantity ; 
refreshed by sleep ; to be kept quiet. 

Adenitt, Abeavions oor dolid. 

9, Better. 

14, Had no discharge since Monday. 

Habeat ol. ricini, 3iv, h, 8. 

21. Has had a return of the dis- 

charge ; complains of palpitation. 
V.S. xvi. 

28. Discharge increased; repeat the 
vinegar cloths, and to be uiet. 

‘9. I saw her about tne loc, ra 
a large coagulum had come away ; re was 
a great change singe I lastsaw her ; strength 
reduced; pulse feeble and small; ninety- 
five in a minute; face pallid; she said 
pass sy oh, «. not entirely stopped; all this 





uteri 


and requested the nurse to be sent for, that 
I might proceed todelivery ; it alarmed her 
much, and she would not aceede to it, for 
she never heard of a woman beiug delivered 
without pai 1 told her such cases 
did occur, and advised her to consent, if her 


1| an end to her su 


THE UTERUS. 11a 


called upon Mr. Carden, a week ago, for 
his opinion; he desired that she should 
keep her bed, and use the same means 
which I had adopted ; it was her particular 
wish I should see him, before anything was 
done; and he agreed to go with me at six 
o'clock. On our atrival, we foand her much 
the same as when I left; the discharge still 
continuing, Mr. Carden examined her, and 





| Was not safe a minute; @ large gush 


placenta and membranes, | down 
the feet; when the child thon half 


born, she complained of most excruciating 
pains in her back. We now thought the 
uterus was beginning to act, and he advised 
me to wait a little ; the pulse was, at this 
Ume, rather fuller; she took a little brandy 
and water rr: and after a short 
lapse of time the child was born, but dead ; 
the funis encircled round its neck. We now 
applied our hands to the abdomen, and being 
of opinion, that the uterus was tery wel 
contracted, we removed the platenta, 
which was lying loose in the vagina ; there 
was no hemorthage ; her pulse became 
fuller, and she felt, as she said, comfortable. 
However, before | had finished washing my 
hands, she complained of being feint ; her 
countenance became pale; pulse feeble; a 
discharge of blood and wind took place ; the 
abdomen was greatly distended ; and when 
| applied my hand to it, a great expulsion of 
blood and wind again took place ; the uterus 
contracted under the hand; the faintness 
continved ; brandy was administered. Mr. 
Carden came up stairs, and was much sar- 
prised to find such a change, and advised me 
to introduce my hand; the dischatge was 
not very profuse; there were no las 
the uterus did not contratt, although I irri- 
tated it with my fingers, and cautiously intro. 
ducing my hand still further, I found my 
fingers among the intestines. Never oy | 
met with a case of ruptured uterus before, 
was ata loss to pass any a oe 
upon the case, and Mr. Carden to 
examine ; he soon me it was an exten- 
sive rupture, and the intestines were coming 
down, which —s up ; death soon put 
rings ; the uterus was 86 
thin, it wes like a piece of rT; an exami- 
nation of the body could not be obtained. 


Joun Gaeenine, 


Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
and surgeon to the Worcester Dis- 


pensary, &c. 
16, High Street. 





life was to be saved. A friend of hers had 





RICHMOND SCHOOL OF ANATOMY, 


To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 

Sir,—The impartiality which has always 
characterised your jnvclusble work, Tue 
Lancet ; the unparalleled advantages which 

we occurred to the medical world since 
its first , the immense fund of 
medical surgical information which it 
contains; the vast extent of its circulation ; 
and the powerful interest it bas excited, all 
concur to induce pbysici 4 
in responsible situations, to u it 
with a reverential awe, and lead ye 
as it were, instinctively to a legitimate 
sense of their duties. These urge me to 
lay before you the following statements of 
e » arising from an article which ap- 
peared in the columns of your last Number, 
relative to the Richmond School of Ana- 
tomy. 

On Thursday morning Dr. M*Dowel, at 
the usual hour of his lecturing, entered the 
theatre, with an evident gloom of expres- 
sion, and, at the conclusion of his lecture, 
he addressed the class as follows :—‘* Gen- 
tlemen, I request your attention for a few 
moments to some observations 1 have to 
mention to you, relative to an article con- 
cerning this school, which has appeared in 
that excellent, and really valuable work, 
Tue Lancet. I intend only to speak to 
that part which more particularly applies 
to myself ; the other Gentlemen may speak 
for themselves. I have been charged with 
minuteness and prolixity in my lectures ; 
in answer to which, I beg merely to state, 
that I have often been told, by many of the 


THE RICHMOND SCHOOL OF ANATOMY. 


and surgeons, | 


on surgery ; however, as it is tiresome to 
the class, as well as tedious to myself, | 
will, for the future, be more concise, 
I assure you, Gentlemen, it gives me great 
pleasure, for an infirmity, which is now 
existing in my throat, is the consequence 
of my long lecturing. As the lectures on 
surgery were advertised, I should be guilty 
of injustice if 1 did not deliver them; there- 
fore, in this respect, | can make no altera- 
tion. What has been said concerning the 
post-mortem examinations, is an absolute 
falsehood ; and I call upon the author of the 
article in question to contradict the state- 
ment ; for the whole time I have been sur- 
geon to the Richmond Hospital, not a 
body has been examined in a hole and 
corner way, except in one instance, and that 
was unavoidable. I have always considered 
ology of the greatest utility to the stu- 
ent, and made it a rule, that no bodies 
should be examined until the class had ob- 
teined sufficient intimation. The last charge 
I have to reply to is, the childish act 
(as it is designated) of calling the roll. 
I have only to say, that as long as I am 
lecturer to this class I will exercise my 
authority, but shall be at all times ready to 
afford any information in my power to those 
requiring it.” (Loud applause,)—Friday 
morning. 
Dr. M‘Dowell, at the close of his demon- 
strations, and with an attractive smile, in- 
vited his audience to attend to what he was 
about to say :—‘‘ Gentlemen, I have been 
accused in that work, (which partakes of the 
utile cum dulce), Tne Lancet, of having pur- 
loined some of the Gentl ” subjects ; 
I assure you it is a thing which I am totally 
unconscious of, and which I never did in 
my life ; and as for my inattention, I have 








students, I was not sufficiently minute, but 
certainly it is impossible to please every 
one. The learned doctor then philosophi- 
cally adverted to the median nerve, which 


to say, I am very often walking about the 
| dissecting rooms, and if any Gentleman 
| takes the trouble to ask me, I always feel 
happy to show bim any thing he wishes to 


was accidentally before him, exempli vam know ; but, I believe, that sculapius him- 


of superficial demonstrations. Gentlemen, 
i , this nerve (bolding it in his for- 
ceps) arises from the brachial plexus, goes 
down the arm, crosses over the elbow, and 
s down the fore-arm to terminate in 

most of the fingers. This, | conceive, is not 
a method likely to advantage any pupil so 
much as the one I have invariably pursued, 
viz., in pointing out to you the relative 
situations of parts, and which, I conceive, 
the only plan of affording you sound anato- 
mical knowledge. With respect to my pro- 
lixity, | confess my lectures occupy a longer 


space than the general time allotted to the 
delivery of a lecture ; but for this reason— 
because I began late in the season to de- 
liver the anatomical lectures, not being 
aware they would have fallen to my lot, 
having only intended to deliver the lectures 





| self would not like demonstrations crammed 
down his throat (pointing, at the same 
time, to a mangled brain, the subject of his 
demonstrations )—A pplause. 

Dr. Flood made similar observations. 

No alteration for the better has been 
effected in Carmichael’s conduct ; 
it would seem he is highly delighted that 
he should be taken for a supernatural being ; 
however, such kind of flattery should not 
be carried to too great an extent ; vanity, 
and its consequences, are likely to ensue. 
I would admonish him to be more attentive 
to his ital duties, and not submit them 
to such a deputy as Mr. Banton. 

T have the to remain, Sir, 
Your very obedient humble servant, 
Variras. 





March 30, 1828, 
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THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, April 26, 1828. 





The observations which fall from mem- 
bers of the legislature, even on what are 
termed parliamentary field days, when ques- 
tions of supposed paramount importance are 
discussed, and when the speakers are pre- 
sumed to have given some previous attention 
to the subject on which they address the 


House, are not always distinguished by | 


their profundity. If this be the case on the 
grave occasions to which we allude, it is not 
surprising that, when a question happens to 
be incidentally discussed in Parliament, as 
on the presentation of a petition, or in the 
course of a conversation without previous 
notice, noble lords and honourable gentle- 
men, who deliver their sentiments on the 
spur of the moment, frequently appear be- 
fore the public in a sort of intellectual desha- 
bille. The speech of Lord Grey, to which 
we adverted last week, furnishes a striking 

C of the absurdities which it is pos- 
sible for a man of acknowledged talents to 
utter, when he dispenses with the mental 
labour of reflecting on the subject under 
discussion, and contents himself with throw- 
ing out a few unmeaning but harmonious 
periods in a tone of plausible solemnity. 
Had this specimen of ratiocination, exhi- 
bited in the maturity of the Noble Earl's 
statesmanship, been perpetrated before he 
quitted the sixth form at Eton, it would have 
thrown discredit on the promise of his boy- 
hood. The Noble Earl’s arguments in sup- 
port of the clause, which makes dissection a 
part of the punishment of murder, were, 
separately, puerile and unphilosophical ; 
and collectively, absurd and inconsistent. 
In fact, the Noble Earl was felo de se in 
respect to his own reasoning, and, before the 
close of his speech, his arguments, like 
nine-pins, had successively brought each 
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mS 
clared that, in his opinion, “ The giving up 
the body te be dissected, operated effectually 
by spreading a salutary terror through the 
community, and kept up that horror at com- 
mitting the crime of murder, for which the 
people of Fngland had always been distin- 
guished.” Does the Noble Earl seriously 
believe, that the horror entertained by the 
people of England at the crime of murder, 
is a national distinction? Does he seriously 
, believe that this horror is, in any assignable 
degree, attributable—not to those feelings 





| implanted in our nature, which the people 
| of England possess in common with all civi- 
lised and even barbarous nations—but to 
/ that absurd, and worse than nugatory, be- 
| couse mischievous, provision of our penal 
'code, which enjoins the dissection of the 
criminal convicted of murder, as an addition 
to the punishment of death? Ifthe Noble 
Earl really thought that this provision ope- 
rated in any degree as a check on the com- 
mission of the crime of murder, he would no 
doubt have been justified, however singular 
or erroneous his opinion, in opposing its re- 
peal, and it was upon this ground that Lord 
TenTeRrpen distinctly declared his concur- 
rence in the views of the Noble Earl. The 
Lord Chief Justice expressed his belief, that 
the clause might have the effect, in one case 
out of twenty, of deterring a man who me- 
ditated the crime of murder, from actually 
committing it, and, therefore, he was of opi- 
nion that it ought not to be repealed. We 
should be of the same opinion, too, if we 
could bring ourselves to believe, that it ever 
yet happened that a man, meditating the 
crime of murder, and weighing its probable 
consequences, acquiesced in the hanging; 
but was effectually deterred from commit- 
ting the crime, by the hanging plus the 
dissection. But this is a psychological phe- 
nomenon in which Lord Grey does not be- 
lieve. He believes, indeed, that the addi- 
tion of dissection to the punishment of 
death for murder, operates effectually, by 





other to the ground, The Noble Earl de- 


spreading a salutary terror through the 
I 
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community ; but he also believes, “‘ that if 


an individual had made up his mind to com- 
plete so horrible a crime as murder, no ad- 
ditional fear or disgrace would deter him 
Cui hone, then, the provision? The provi- 

sion, according to his Lordship's argument, 
saa effectually on the community, but 


is wholly inoperative with mnpest to the e- | 


dividuals of that community whom it is in- | 
tended to restrain. The Noble Earl, no, 
doubt, feels a lofty indifference for the opi- 
nion which medical journalists, or the mem- | 
bers of our profession generally, may enter- 
tain for his arguments, and we have, there- 
fove, the less difficulty in treating these ar- 
guments with as much freedom as if they 
had emanated from an intellect of a meaner 
order than the Noble Earl's. There is an 
idiosynoracy (to use a professional phrase) 
in his Lordship’s logic, which is calculated 
to surprise, if it does not confound, plain 
reasoners, who would be better satisfied 
with the Noble Earl's conclusions, if they 
were not wholly at variance with his pre- 
mises. * The provision operates effectually,” 
says the Noble Earl, “ in spreading a salutary 
terror through the community, though it is 
net to be expected that an individual, who 
has resolved to commit the crime of murder, 
will be restrained by it.”” Let us apply this 
reasoning to a case. It appears, from re- 
turns made in the year 1773, that at that 
time one murder was, upon an average, com- 
mitted annually in a population of 10,000 
persons in England and Wales. Now upon 
this one individual in ten thousand, it is evi- 
dent that the dread of dissection had no 
effect as acheck on the commission of the 
crime, end Lord Grey admits that it was 
not likely to have such an effect. Yet, in 
the very teeth of this admission, the Noble 
Earl argues, that the dread of dissection 
operates as an effectual check upon the 
whole population. At the present time, 
only one murder is annually committed in 
an average population of 70,000 persons in 


England and Wales, so that the proportion 
in 1775, may be taken es indigsting a high 
degree of public depravity, murders being 
seven times as frequent then as they are 
now. Neither the dsead of dissection, how- 
ever, nor the hanging in chains, which, 
though no part of the legal judgment, was 
frequently resorted to at that time, and 
‘which was more likely, because more fre- 
quently wimessed, than any other post-mor- 
tem infliction, to excite terror in the minds of 
| Miediapesed men, hed she sspalingt Geet in 
| diminishing the frequency of the crime. If, 
then, the supposed punishment of the in- 
sensible carcass of criminals had no effect 
in diminishing the amount of crime, when 
murder was comparatively frequent, is it 
likely that the repeal of the provision which 
inflicts that absurd punishment will increase 
the amount of crime, when murder is com- 
paratively a rare offence? Unless Lord 
Garey believes that there is a passion for 
homicide among the people of this country, 
which the dread of di i hanging isa 
mere bagatelle—alone restrains them from 
gratifying, bis arguments ought to be as un- 
satisfactory to his own mind, as they cannot 
but appear absurd and contradictory to the 
public. 

But there is another passage of the Noble 
Earl's speech, in which it is a0 less difficult 
to reconcile his conclusions with his pre- 
mises. He doubted, it seems, whether 
the stigma cast on dissection, by con- 
demning the murderer to be dissected, really 
or the bodies of their relations and friends, 
to be dissected after death.” It is quite as 
difficult to account for what the Noble Earl 
doubts, as for what he believes. He be- 
lieves, that the addition of dissection to the 
punishment of death, for the crime of mur- 
dex, is necessary to spread a salutary terror 
through the community, and to keep up that 
horror for the crime, which he supposes to 
be a peculiar characteristi ic of Englishmen , 
aod yet he doubts whether this salutary 
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terror will create any distaste for dissection, | national taste for suicide was only kept 
as applied to innogent individuals. Hang-|down by the dread of being buried in a 
ing, according to the noble Earl, is not | cross-road, and having a sharp stake driven 
enough to restrain men from the frequent | through the guilty integumeptg, ‘he post- 
commission of murder; you must increase | mortem inflictions on the bodies of self- 
the check upon their sanguingry propensi- ‘murderers have been abolished, and the 


ties by the accumulated horrors of dis- 
section; and yet, aceording to the Noble 
Ear), individuals will not the less readily 


consent to see inflicted upon their innocent | 


relatives and friends that dissection, which 
the legislature declares to be a fit punish- 
ment for the worst of crimes. The argu- 
mentum ad hominem may be rather a probing 
one in this case, but it affords the best test 
of the souadness of the Noble Earl's reason- 
ing. The Noble Earl once tajked of his 
readiness to die with bis order; and we sus- 
pect that, as long as the idea of dissection 
is associated with that of crime, he would 
rather die with a part of the community, 
than consent to be dissected for the benefit 
of the whole. 

We. have dwelt the longer on the absur- 
dity of the arguments which Earl Grey 
opposed to the proposition of the Marquis 
of Layspown, because we are persuaded 
that, so long as the clause of which the 
Noble Marquis attempted to get rid, re- 
mains on the statute book, no effectual steps 
can be taken for facilitating the study of 
anatomy. The clause may still be thrown 
out in the progress of the bill through the 
lower House of Parliament ; and, as Lord 
Grey by this time perhaps reflects with 
no great self-complacency on the part which 
he took in the late discussion, the rejection 
of the clause would, in all probability, be 
ultimately acquiesced in. 

A few years ago, people who reasoned 
after the fashion of Lord Grey, believed 
that the post-mortem inflictions, in cases of 
self-murder, operated as a salutary check 
on the frequency of the offence. As Lord 
Grey opines that the national horror of 
murder is only kept up by the dread of dis- 
section, so these sages contended that the 





|crime of suicide is not found to have been 


increased by the abolition. The rites of 
burial are, indeed, denied to self-murderers, 
though it would be difficult to say on whet 
principle of moral or religious expediency ; 
for the denial of christian burial cau scarcely 
operate as a check on the commissiop of the 
offence, since this ceremony is, in mapy in- 
stances necessarily dispensed with, and is 
in no case held to be indispensable. These 
rites are not expressly denied by law even 
to murderers, and this is a material con- 
sideration with reference to Lord Lans- 
powy’s proposition, for it shows that the 
ignominy of the post-mortem puvishment of 
murderers, is attached exclusively to the 
dissection of their bodies. By the 25 Geg. II, 
it is enacted, that after the execution of 
persons convicted of murder, ‘‘ their bodies, 
in London or Middlesex, shall be conveyed 
to the Surgeon’s Company, to be dissected 
and anatomised ; and in any other part of 
Great Britain, delivered to such surgeon as 
the Judge shall direct.” The Judge was 
empowered by this act, to direct the body 
of the criminal to be hung in chains, but it 
was subsequently held, (see Hall’s case, 
Leach’s Crown Law, case 10 notis,) that the 
hanging in chains should form no part of 
the judgment, but might be afterwards 
directed, if the Judge thought it advisable, 
by a special order to, the sheriff. “ The 
Judge,” says Mr. Justice Blackstone, 
(Comm. vol. iv.c, 14.) ‘‘ may direct the 
body to be hung in chains, but in nowise to 
be buried without dissection.” It appears, 
therefore, that a murderer may receive 
Christian burial, for anything expressly de- 
clared to the contrary by law, and that the 
sole mark of infamy contemplated by law, 
(except in the rare instances where hang- 
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ing in chains might be deemed advisable,) 
was the dissection. In fact, if Christian 
burial be deemed in any way auxiliary to 
men’s interests in a future state, it would 
have been monstrous to deny this benefit to 
the criminal, in the very sentence which 
the Judge concludes by a prayer for mercy 
on his soul. The stigma, then, was the dis- 
section, and not the absence of Christian 
burial, for the rites of sepulture might 
(except when the criminal was ordered to 
be hung in chains) be lawfully performed 
over the bodies of executed murderers. 
Our ancestors, when they made dissection a 
part of the punishment of murder, never 
thought of the effect such a provision would 
have on the study of anatomy ; they merely 
regarded the cutting up of the human body 
as. a stigma and a mark of infamy, cal- 
culated to add to the horror of a violent 
death, and to deter from the commission of 
crime. By the reflecting part of the com- 
munity, dissection is no longer regarded in 
that light; and the legislature, therefore, 
ought no longer to sanction the prejudice 
against dissection, arising from its associa- 
tion with the punishment for murder. This 
prejudice, let it be well observed, is totally 
distinct from the repugnance which is gene- 
rally felt to the dissection of those with 
whom we have been nearly and dearly con- 
nected. The prejudice arising from the 
association of the idea of dissection with 
that of crime is peculiar to this country; 
and wholly referable to an absurd and im- 
politic provision of the English law. The 
repugnance to the dissection of the bodies 
of those we have loved, on the contrary, is 
common to all nations; and, though not 
defensible upon principles of abstract rea- 
soning, is founded in some of the best and 
most amiable feelings of our nature. Let 
those feelings be respected, for it would be 
as impolitic, as it would be unavailing, to 
attempt to legislate against human feelings ; 
but let the legislature endeavour without 
delay to remove a prejudice, which the 
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legislature itself has created. Mr. Peel, on 
presenting this week a petition from the 
President and Council of the College of 
Surgeons, observed that he could not help 
respecting the feelings of those who were 
opposed to the views of the petitioners, and 
that no good could arise from inquiry into 
this subject, unless it were conducted with 
the utmost delicacy and care. We concur 
entirely with the Home Secretary, in re- 
specting the general sentiment which ren- 
ders men averse to suffering the bodies of 
those they have loved to be delivered 
over to the anatomist, and profaned, as it 
were, by the hands of those who have no 
sympathy with the feelings of surviving 
relatives and friends. We are only sur- 
prised that the Home Secretary should sup- 
pose that these sentiments are peculiar to any 
class of individuals, and that the members 
of our profession, however anxious to pro- 
mote anatomical science, do not participate 
in them, as fully as the rest of their fellow- 
men. A source has been repeatedly pointed 
out in this, and other medical journals, 
which would afford an abundant supply of 
subjects for the purposes of science, without 
outraging any of those feelings which medi- 
cal men respect as much, and are as much 
interested in respecting, as any other class 
of their fellow citizens. This was the source 
which the late Secretary for the Home De- 
partment had in contemplation, when he 
had resolved to remedy the existing evils, 
and to this source the present Secretary 
must look, if he be sincerely desirous of 
carrying into effect the views of his enlight- 
ened predecessor, This source, we allude 
to the application of all unclaimed bodies of 
persons dying in workhouses and hospitals, 
has long been rendered available to the pur- 

poses of science in Dublin and Paris, and 

we confidently repeat our former statement, 

that from this source upwards of one thou- 

sand bodies might be annually supplied to 

the dissecting-rooms, at an average cost of 





less than five shillings each, without out- 
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raging the feelings of individuals, or inter- 
fering with the rites of sepulture, which 
might, and ought undoubtedly, in all such 
cages, to be decently performed. 

But we repeat that, before any effectual 
measures can be adopted for facilitating the 
supply of bodies for dissection, the legis- 
lature must first get rid of the clause which 
associates dissection with crime. The pub- 
lic feeling in England, would revolt against 
a measure for subjecting the bodies of un- 
claimed persons to the same process, which 
is deemed a fit punishment for murderers. 
If the Marquis of Lanspowwn’s bill should 
pass the legislature with the clause which 
Lord Grey has appended to it, the schools 
of anatomy in this country will be threaten- 
ed with destruction. We do most earnestly 
hope, therefore, that the House of Commons 
will unweave the web of mischief, and ex- 
punge from the statute-book an absurd and 
impolitic enactment—an enactment which is 
confessedly inoperative for all good purposes, 
and which is calculated to oppose such ob- 
stacles to the pursuit of anatomical science, 
as must inevitably have the effect of endan- 
gering the health and lives of the community. 





On Tuesday last, Mr. W aneu rton brought 
forward, in the House of Commons, his 
promised motion for a Select Committee to 
inquire into the manner of obtaining sub- 
jects for the schools of anatomy, and into 
the state of the law with respect to persons 
employed in obtaining and dissecting dead 
bodies. Mr. Warburton stated, with clear- 
ness and ability, the nature of the obstacles 
which, in the present state of the law, im- 
pede the acquisition of anatomical know- 
ledge, but abstained from suggesting any 
remedies, which he thought would be bet- 
ter discussed in the Committee. The mo- 
tion was seconded by Mr. J.Surru, and after 
a few observations from Mr. Secretary Peet, 
favourable upon the whole to the object of 
the proposed inquiry, a Select Committee 
was appointed. 


COMMITTEE ON DISSECTIONS. 
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A Petition also, to which we have already 
alluded, from the President and Council of 
the College of Surgeons, was presented last 
week by Mr. Secretary Peer. The Peti- 
Uoners complained, with singular propriety, 
of the obstacles opposed to the acquisition 
of anatomical knowledge, seeing that they 





are the persons who passed regulations re- 
quiring that all candidates for diplomas 
should produce certificates of attendance at 
three winter courses of dissection, while 
they refused certificates from all anatomical 
teachers except THEMSELVES, and refused to 
recognise the certificates of provincial 
teachers, when no subjects could be obtain- 
ed at the London Hospitals. The only cer- 
tificates of attendance at three winter courses 
of dissection, which this enlightened body 
would consent to receive, were from teach- 
ers who could obtain no bodies to dissect. 
Many of the observations and suggestions 
made by Honourable Members, on the pre- 
sentation of the College Petition, betrayed 
a very imperfect acquaintance with the na- 
ture and extent of the evil which calls for 
legislative interposition, and, we may add, 
a very erroneous view of the means by 
which the evil is to be remedied. Sir 
Josxru Yorxe, for instance, suggested the 
expediency of consigning the bodies of sui- 
cides to dissection, and the only objection 
which Sir James Macki~rosn, who passes, 
we believe, for a statesman of greater 
calibre than Sir Joseph, made to this sug- 
gestion was, that cases of self-murder in 
this country were not sufficiently nume- 
rous to afford an adequate supply. ‘‘ Con- 
sign the bodies of suicides to the dis- 
secting-room'!’’ Why, Sir Joseph and Sir 
James, this association of dissection with 
crime is the very absurdity which hascreated 
all the difficulty. The schools of anatomy 
in this country are threatened with de- 
truction, because the legislature has com- 
mitted the absurdity of identifying dissec- 
tion with punishment, and associating it 
with crime; and yet thisi the absurdity 
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which you, Sir Joseph and Sir James, would, 
in your legislative wisdom, sanction and 
perpetuate ! 

In France, criminals who die by the hand 
of the public executioners are the only per- 
sons to whom the honour of being dissected 
for the good of seience is denied. In this 
country it can scarcely be expected that 
dissection willever be regarded as an honour ; 
but, surely, it is high time for the Legisla- 
ture to repeal the absurd enactment which 
justifies the people im regarding it as ® 
mark of infamy. 





Ow Monday last, Mr. Anenneruy ad- 
dressed a canvassing letter to a select portion 
of the Governors of St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital, in which he complained, that the 
Committee of last year had left him “a 


suspeoted character,’ and solicuied them to! ther 


hear his defence. We shall publish the 
letter next week, ‘Che Governors, conceiv- 
ing, we presume, that Mr. Abernethy had 
been sufficiently punished by his exclusion 
during the past year, and also taking into 
consideration his great age, and increasing 
infirmities, have admitted him into their 
body. 





We this week publish a letter which has 
been addressed to the Governors of Guy's 
atid St. Thomes’s Hospitals by Mr. Lam- 
zert, the Gentleman to whose exclusion 
from the wards of those institutions we 
alladed in a former Number. The obse- 
qitiousness of the pupils of the Borough 
Hospitals affords a sufficiently humiliating 
contrast to the spirit and decision exhibited 
by the students of the Ecole de Medecine at 
Paris, where an attempt was made by the 
funetionéries of that institution to invade 
their acknowledged rights. As the matter 
in dispute, however, between Mr. Lambert 
and the Borough Hospital Surgeons may be 
considered as still sub judiee, we abstain, for 
the present, fronr further observations. 


Mi. LAWRENCE AND MR. EARLE. 


Mr. Lawrence, whilst passing through 
Saturday seving 


the Hospital on last, on 
Mr. Earle in one of the wards, to him, 
to express his regret that Mr, should 


have published a letter, (as he had been in- 
formed was the case,) in the terms regard- 
ing him, (Mr. Lawrence,) in whieh that let- 
ter was eg because, oy hy seen = 
letter be its appearance print, 
most unquestionably should have objected 
to its publication, 

Mr. Earle begged to know, in what re- 
spect his letter was objectionable to Mr. 
Lawrence, 

Mr. Lawrence said, the letter referred to 
his conduct in the admission of a gentleman 
to the hospital practice, supposed to have 
been connected with the reporting depart- 
ment of a medical j 
state, “ that after the explanation of that 

entieman, and the amenle offered by Mr. 
wrence, neither Mr. Vincent nor myself 
considered it necessary to urge the point fur- 
.”” Now, he objected to such @ state 
ment in tote, and begged on this occasion, 
the first time of his having seen Mr, Earle 
since the ce of the letter, to make 
that distinct declaration, and that too, pub- 
licly, in the presence of the pupils. The 
gentleman whom he supposed was alluded 
to, came to him free from suspicion; he 
entered him as was , and would 
enter him again, or any others, under similar 
circumstances, without the slightest hesita- 
tion; because he did mot consider those 
ai ar dann = ious, = — se he 
not regret having enter il, 
however much he might be every tet 
Mr, Earle should be annoyed by suspi- 
cions and alarms on such a subject ; that Me 
never seriously entertained a thought of re- 
turning the fee, and that, consequently, he 
had not made, nor intended any ‘‘ amende.” 

Mr. Earle observed, that if he had don 
@ thing which he had reason to consider in- 
jurious to his colleague, and were after- 
wards to. express his regret at having done 
80, thut he should call an amende, 

Mr, Lawrence had no reason to consider 
that what he had done was wrong, nor 
would any statement persuade him into that 
belief. pupil presented himself to him 
under no circumstance whatever of i- 
cion ; he believed him to be an honourable 
man; and, moreover, that he had fo ill- 
feeling either towerds Mr. Earle, or any 
officer Seipaging to the establishment ; there- 
fore, so far from regretting that he had re- 





ceived that gentleman as a hospital . 





he would enter ten more, or aby 
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selves for “ 

afb Earle yes perfectl 
propriet ving en 

man, and Ghikdoes 

his ticket ; but he was 

having done on 


had written the hospital re 
“peace so greatly to the 
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haracter. Was it to be supposed, that week, when the 
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such persons, if they were to present them- 
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|mined to express to Mr. Earle his feelings 
| the first time he saw him ; this was the first 


satisfied of time he had seen him, nor should he have 
that gentle- 
not refused to sign 
ly satisfied of 
right, in making the in- 
quiry, whether that was the gentleman who 
, which had 
aragement of | language was very different on Satu 


thought it necessary to go into private with 
freey hobevey He should certaiuly also 
speak to Mr. Vincent whenever he met him, 
‘and make known to him his opinion on the 


subject. 
hee Earle observed, that Mr. Lawrence’s 


subject was first menti 


he could quietly assent to the admission of to him, to what it was on the following 
vidual as a 


an indi 
son to believe him 
taken every 
him up to ri 


pupit, if he had any rea- |Monday; on the former day he seemed to 

to be the person who had | boast of what he had done, un the latter he 
ible opportunity of holding | appeared to regret it. 

ule, and to the destruction of 


Mr. Lawrence only regretted it as far as it 


his character with the public; while, on had occasioned any thing like a painful feel~ 


the Other hand, the samé individual had 
portrayed 
on all occasions, as meriting unbounded ad- 
mi and applause, and that, too, at the 
cost of his colleague's reputation ? 

Mr. Lawrence.—That is no affair of mine ; 
I wis not the reporter, 

Mfr. Earle really thought he had acted 
altogethér inoffensivély in making the in- 
quiry hé had doné, and was quite satisfied 
with he explanation he had received. 


Mr. wished it to be distinctly 


the conduct of Mr. Lawrence, 


jing to Mr. Earle. As to boasting, he had 
always felt a pleasure in entering pupils. 
} Me. Earle said, if he (Mr. Lawrence) had 
| not thought he had done wrong, why should 
| he have offered to have returned the pupil’s 
fee on Monday ? 7 
Mr. Lawrence denied ever having made 
such an offer, or assented to suclr a propo- 


| sition. AN he had suid on this poimt, when 


| it was mentioned to him was, “ lt would be 


easy to return the money, but it would be 
| ditoutt 


to return his attendance,” as a joke 


understood, that if he hed known of the | between themsetves. This was the utmost 
terms of the letter alladed to before it ap- | extent te which he bad expressed himself ; 


peared, (and he conceivéd it ought to have 
been shown to fiim,) he should have entered 
his protest against its publication. 

. Earle wished Mr. Lawrence to state 


what he considered to be the meaning of the 


wor 


amende. 
|, Lawrenté hardly knew what the méan- 
ing of it was, as implied fu that letter ; but 


and (warmly) having said so much on the 
| present occasion, he had only to shake hands, 


which he did with Mr. Earle, and left the 
ward. 

Mr. Earle took that opportunity of stating 
to the body of pupils surrounding him, that 
no individual could have behaved in a more 
honourable and gentlemanly manner than 


this he knew, that if it was to be taken as | the pupil referred to, when he called apou 


afi apology for any thing he had doné, bo gave 
it his decided negative. 

Mr. Earle conceivei, that if one gentle- 
min did an act Which was supposed to be 
injurious to his colleagues, and afterwards 


said he was sorry for it, there could be no} 


| 


objection to that appearing in prist ! 
ye was perfectly iene. that a 
man might be the of an act which he 
would t a thousand times, and stif! that 
each time it might be effensive to his col- 
léagues. Tf amendemednt that he was sorry 


that the act or acts should be offensive, he | principle 


had no objection fo it# being taken in that 
poe be ; but even taking the = 
this view, he altogether to the 
mi derk toate ea 


Mr. was that such conver- 
sation had i in a ward 
of the hospital ; lie t Mr. Lawrence 
might have called him aside ; bat he wished 


Mr. Lawrence to ask Mr. Vincent what his 
views of thé circumstance were. 
Mr. Lawrence said, the moment he had 








heard of the terms of the letter, he deter- 


him at his house. 





DR. FORBES AND MR. GUTHRIE. 


To the Editor off Tux Lancer. 
29, Soho Squate, April 17¢b. 
Sin,—Dr. Forbes having abstained ¢ >m 
every kind of communication with any pu)- 
lie journal the subject of his late dif- 
ferences with Mr. Guthrie, and it being 
still his determination to act upon the same 
, his friends think it proper, in con- 
sequence of the extraordinary Resolution of 
the Committee of the Westminster Eye In- 
firmary, in your last Number, that 
his letter of resignation, addressed to that 
Committee, should also be made public. I 
therefore beg leave to inclose you a copy of 
that letter, together with a note to Lord 
Grantham, as the chairman, and to request 
the insertion of it in your next Number. 
And remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Samve Beaziry. 
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TO LORD GRANTHAM. 


‘ ll Street, April 15, 1823. 
My Lonp,—The Treasurer and the Secre- 
tary to the Westminster Eye Infirmary, 
heving twice returned my letter of resigna- 
tion of the office of Physician to that Insti- 
tution, will, I trust, be my apology for send- 
ipg the inclosed to your Lordship, as the 
Chairman of the Committee, whose Reso- 
lution of the 2nd April is the immediate 

cause of my resignation. 
(Signed) 
Cuas, F, Foress. 





TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE ROYAL WEST- 
MINSTER EYE INFIRMARY. 


Argyll Street, April 15th, 1828. 

GentLemen,—lIn consequence of the Re- 
solution adopted by you at your meeting of 
the 2nd inst., founded upon your supposition, 
that a statement attributed to me is incor- 
rect, I think proper now to resign the office 
of physician to the Royal Westminster In- 
firmary for Diseases of the Eye. But as the 
Treagurer and Secretary have twice return- 
ed my letter of the 5th inst., containing my 
resignation, I am now under the neces- 
sity of addressing the Committee. At the 
same time, as the resolution alluded to, 
though founded upon a supposition entirely 
false, may have the tendency of accusing 
me of misrepresentation, 1 feel it due to 
myself to give the following statement of 
facts, the truth of which I feel assured Mr. 
Guthrie will himself not venture to deny. 

On Sunday morning, May 27th, the day 
after the appearance of a paragraph in Tue 
Lancet, severely animadverting on the 
mode in which the business of the Eye ln- 
firm was carried on, I received a note 
tun Tee. Guthrie, requesting me to call 
upon him in Berkeley Street, between the 
hours of eleven and twelve, for the purpose 
of making an alteration in the admission 
ticket. Had a reprint of the ticket only 
been necessary, no alteration been in- 
tended, Mr. Guthrie would not have thought 
it requisite to request me to call upon him ; 
neither could my presence, nor my assent, 
have been required. 

I wrote a note to Mr. Guthrie, to inform 
him that I could not call upon him at the 
time he mentioned, but that I would do so 
in the course of the day ; and which I ac- 
cordingly did, between two and three 
o'clock, Mr. Guthrie was not at home, but 
I found the old ticket upon his table, with 
the following alterations made upon it, in 
his own hand writing :— 

«* Dr. Forbes attends on Saturdays, at 
half past eleven ; 

«« Mr, Guthrie, on Tuesday, at half past 


« Dr, Forbes and Mr. Guthrie, on Thurs- 
day, from half past eleven till half ‘past 


one. 

I left a note upon Mr. Gathrie’s table, 
objecting to the proposed change in the 
hours of attendance, as being likely to prove 
inconvenient to the patients, by int ing 
with their dinner time ; and moreover, that 
I could not be certain of being regular in 


my own attendance at the newly- 
hours. This ticket was afterwards , 
without any further communication with me, 


and has been ever since in use at the In- 


= Gentlemen, are the facts connect- 
ed with the alteration of the admission tic- 
ket upon the 27th of May, 1827. You will 

reeive that they are such as might possi- 

ly be known ently to Mfr. Guthrie and myself, 
and that the Gentlemen, upon whose evi- 
dence you thought proper to found the reso- 
lution of the 2d inst., might be utterly igno- 
I beg. to call youe particular 

to our i attention to 
the pm Berta 4 that Mr. Guthrie himself 
has never, so far as I know, ventured to 
deny the corretness of this statement. 
ith regard to the office of House 

another point to which the resolution 
ed, although | may inadvertently have sign 
ed a certificate designating Mr. Dunn 
that title, because I had been in the habit 
of signing all certificates, that already bore 
my colleague’s name, and were written by 
him, as a matter of courtesy, there was cer- 
tainly no such situation recognised either 
by the Committee or by myself; and Mr. 
Dunn, in his letter of the 18th March, to 
the Editor of Tur Lancer, i 
No. 239 of that Journal, of which I have 
annexed a copy, expressly calls himself 
House Pupil. 


** Attendance of Dr. Forbes and Mr. Guthrie at 
the Westminster Hospital, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sir,—Having acted as il daring 
the season of 1823 and 1824, at West- 
minster Eye Infirmary, I feel it incumbent 
upon me, after the remarks you have re- 
peatedly made, to state, that during that 
time, nothing could, exceed the attention 
Dr. Forbes and Mr. Guthrie paid to that 
baegeuhete I rg corroborate what Mr, 
juthrie says, in his letter, regarding the 
punctuality of his attendance ; i ithons 
Sroqusntiy | known him » call 4 the Infir- 
mary on the interve patients 
were satisfied and pa Px gee the pupils 
proves with the clinical instruction — 

regret the rupture between Dr. Forbes 
and Mr. Guthrie, convinced that it must 


<= 
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twelve ; 


tend to injure the Iastitution. 
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I hope you will insert this note in your 
next publication, as a9 remarks implied a 
ee of duty on the part of the medical 

, which, 1 am sure, at that time had 
no foundation. 
1 remain, Sir, 

Yours, &e. 


Hewry Duyn. 
Wakefield, March 18, 1828.” 


Mr. Guthrie also well knows that another 
Gentleman, Dr. Young, who filled the same 
situation, denies having ever considered 
himself in any other light than as a pupil. 

In conelusion, I beg to add, that although 
the resolution of the 2nd inst. is the imme- 
diate cause of my resignation, yet I have 
long intended to retire from the Lastitation, 
in consequence of my di of the 
manner in which the business of the Infir- 

has been for some time conducted, as 
well as from the inattention with which my 
suggestions for the benefit of the Establish- 
ment, and complaints of ill treatment at the 
Infirmary, have been received by former 


Committees. 5 
(Signed) 
Cuas. F. Fonses. 





ATTEMPTED EXCLUSION OF MR. LAMBERT 
FROM GUY'S HOSPITAL, 


To the Presidents, Vice Presidents, and Go- 
vernors of St. Thomas's and Guy's Hospitals. 


Gewrtemen,—The extraordinary circum- 
stances attending the operation of lithotomy, 
recently performed by Mr. Bransby Cooper, 
cannot fail to have attracted your notice. It 
has been assumed by the Medical Officers of 
St. Thomas's and Guy's Hospitals, that the 
individual who now addresses you is the 
writer of the report of Mr. Bransby Cooper's 
operation, which appeared ia Tue Lancer, 
and was subsequently copied into other 
journals, In consequence of this assum 
tion, it has been intimated to me by the 
surgeons of St. Thomas's Hospital, and the 
‘Treasurer of Guy's Hospital, that I am to 
be excluded from the wards and operating 
theatres of these institutions, from an ap- 
prehension, I presume, that I should give 
publicity to the medical and surgical prac- 
tice of the paid andr ible servants of 
the public. I do not feel myself called upon 
either to avow or disavow that I am the 
wiiter of the report; but as I was present 
at the operation, and as I have witnessed 
nearly 100 operations of lithotomy, I may, 
perhaps, be permitted to offer an opinion, 
and I have no hesitation in stating, that the 
report published in Tug Lancer is strictly 





correct as far as it s; and, when all the 
circumstances of operation ere takea 
into consideration, that the case is rather 
anderstated ia Tur Lancet than otherwise. 
In this opinion many, whose experience 
ives weight to their testimony, fully con- 
=; and I may add, that a pat ng also 
of considerable experience and ability, 
quitted the theatre at the expiration of three 
quarters of an hour, declaring he could no 
longer endure the spectacle. 

It only remains for me, Gentlemen, to 
inquire whether you have sanctioned the 
attempt which has been made by the sur- 
geons of St. Thomas’s Hospital on the one 
hand, and by the Treasurer of Guy’s Hos- 
pital on the other, to effect the exclusion of 
an individual assumed to be the writer of a 
report, unpalatable, because too true, to the 
surgeons of these institutions, though es- 
sential to the interests of humanity and pub- 
lic expediency ; whether, in short, you are 
prepared to sanction a principle which is 
calculated to deprive me, and others who 
have been educated ne myo — of 
the rights and privileges w e 
sums have heen Extracted from our 4. 4 

the hospital surgeons, and the te . 
if not the design, of which is, to keep 
public in ignorance of the manner in which 
those functionaries discharge their public 
duties ? 

I remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
James Lamarart, 


Member of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 
Walworth, April 9th, 1828. 





THE BOROUGH HOSPITALS, 


To the Editor of Tar Lancer, 


Sin,—It was with the highest feelings of 
indignation that I read in your last Journal 
of the attempt to exclude a gentleman from 
the wards of St. Thomas's Hospital, after 
having paid so large a fee for what is called 
hospital practice. When | paid my admis- 
sion fee as a pupil of that hospital, I stated 
to Mr. Whitfield, that it was probable I 
should stay in London more than twelve 
months, and asked him whether, after pay- 
ing the fee for that period, 1 should be en- 
titled to attend a longer time if I wished. 
He replied, ‘*‘ Most certainly ; if you enter 
for twelve months, that will entitle you to 
attend as long as you please.” This asser- 
tion was afterwards confirmed by the late 
Mr. Ledger, the then assistant apothecary, 
and I will certainly never give up my right 
to attend as often and as long as | 
without my money being returned. 











192 CASES OF HERNIA. 


This most monstrous decision of the sur-|tum and sac; they were, however, easily 
is an act of great injustice to those detached. 


who have paid them sach large sums, and | 
an outrage on the liberal spirit of the pre-| ration ; thé bowels were freely re 
| short time afterwards, and the case went on 
{to a favourable termination; the wound 
| united by the first intention, at the upper 


sent age. 
You are at , Sir, to make what- 
ever use you please of this letter. 


lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Nothing material occurred after the ope- 
lieved 


part, but suppuration took place in the 


| lower part, and hence protracted the cure. 


J. N. BarxaarpGe.| The woman left the Hospital well, one 


St. Martin's Lane, April 15, 1828. 





ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL 





CASES OF HERNIA. 


Case of Sirangulated Femoral Entere- Epiplo- 
¢ cele—Operation by Mr. Rose. 

M. A. w@tat. 45, a healthy looking woman, 
was admitted into the Hospital at 2 o'clock, 
a. M., on Sanday, Merch 23rd. The patient 
stated that she had been subject to femoral 
hernia for several years; that it frequen 
descended, and was returned without diffi- 
culty. It came down on the Tuesday pre- 

ber admission, after great exertion, 
and she was unable to effect its reduction; 
the bowels were, however, moved on the 


following morning. 

When eduiitted, the complained of slight 
pain in the abdomen, not increased by pres- 
sure ; the pulse was low and tongue furred ; 
she had been ble@ from the arm a short time 
previous to admission. ‘There was a tumour 
of about the size of a pigeon’s egg in the 
usual seat of femoral hernia; it was irregu- 
lar to the feel, hard, and painful on pres- 
sure. She was placed in the warm bath, 
and the taxis was employed ; an enema was 
administered, which brought away some 

d feees ; subsequently tlie eneina 
was repeated, and some purgative medicifes 
given per ore, but these were rejected. At 
10 o’cloek, vp. «., the symptoms being some- 
what aggravated, and no impression having 
been made on thé tumour, Mr. Rose pro- 

the 
posed an 


Thé incision of the integuments was ac- 
complished in the usual manner, and the 
contetits of the hernial sac were exposed ; 

véd to be a portion of omentum, and 
a smnall khuckle of intestine. The omentum 
was evidently very firmly constricted by the 
inférior edge of Poupart’s ligament ; a probe- 
pointed bistoury was introduced, and an in- 
cision made inwards, by which means the 
parts wete liberated, and were returned into 
the abdomen without difficulty. There were 
slight recent adhesions between the omen- 


| 


month after admission. 


Case of Serotal Hernia, in which the Tobacco 
Enema was successfully employed. 

A stout young man was admitted into the 
Hospital on Tuesday morning, with scrotal 
hernia, which had descended two hours pre- 
viously: he bad fo a surgeon, who 
made some attempts to reduce it, but with- 
out suceess. When admitted, he was put in 
the warm-bath, bled to syn¢ope, and the 
taxis applied, with no ; the use of 
ether and ice to the tumour, was attended 
with the same result. The swelling was 
very large, tender on pressure, and there 
was éight pain in the abdomen. The man 
had vomited once. Mr. Rose directed, that 
if no relief were obtained in a few hours, the 
tobacco enema should be administered ; ac- 
cordingly, towards the evening, the House 
Surgeon gave 9 tobacco injection, prepared 
by infusing @ drachm of the herb in a pint of 
water. The whole wes given in twenty 
minutes, and the effect was very remark- 
able ; extreme exhaustion was induced, and 
in this state, the taxis being employed, the 

ppeared. 


hernia almost immediately disa 





oe 


“ DOING” AN OPERATION—SOMETHING THE 
MATTER. 


Oa Tharsday last the pupils were assem- 
bled to witness the éminent sirgeon, Mr. 
wan of ha teapebs on from the lower 
part of the scapula. iotsly to the ope- 
ration, we accompanied Mr. Brodie atid Mr. 
Rose into the ward in which the pafiéfit, s 
man, was placed, “ It is @ firm famdur 

= = ~ wh hand- 
ling the parts, whilst the fair Rose, ed 
that it had contracted some phage By 
upper part. Whether it was, that, from 
the time of leaving the Ward, t6 entering 
the Theatre, the “ eminent” changed his 
a, or whether if was in’ pursuance of 
is usual method of “ doing” operations on 
tumours, we do not Kitow ; biit, ¢ertes, Mr. 
Brodie thrust a lancet into the swelling, and 
some matter issued, with an hydatid of con- 
pr ar 4 size. A free eae Was now 
, and the ter portion of the re- 
moved ; Pred ar small hydagas’ wore 
found adherent to its inner surface. 
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GUY’S HOSPITAL, 


_—— 


CASE OF DISLOGATION OF THE PATELLA 
INW ARDS. 


Followed by an extensive Subfacial Abscess and 
disease of the Joint, which ended fatally. 


Tue cases at présent in the Hospital, be- 
ing for the most part of an uninteresting 
nature, we give the following, which oc- 
curred a few months ago :— 


Jane Goopnricx, etat. 16, stout, and of 
what is ordinarily termed a habit, was 
admitted into the Heepitt’ ca the 16th of 
February, 1827, on account of injury to the 
knee. 

She stated, that she was in the act of 
stooping to wash the floor, when she felt 

* crack ;” her knee suddenly bent 
under her; she oe the most ex- 
cruciating pain, and herself incapable 
of rising. dhe was shortly afterwards brought 
to the Hospital. 

At the time of admission, the knee — 
rently was inclined outwards, whilst the foot 
was inverted, and the limb partially flexed ; 
the joint was greatly swollen, hot, painful, 
ee ren Nand att eg It was, 
however, ily ascertained, that the pa- 
tella was dislocated inwards, and by extend- 
ing the leg, bending the thigh upon the 

, and at the same time plecing the 
thamb ou the inner edge of the patella, the 
bone was suddenly and immediately tilted 
into its proper situation. Much relief was 
e by the redaction of the patella, 
but still the girl complained of greet pain 
about the joint, and, on minute examination, 
there was 4 i ~ above the 
upper of _w led to the 
claptdited of teptete of Gm tunbeliof the 
rectus having taken place. 

The leg and h were placed on 4 
straight splint, the thigh being considerably 
ans apa a body ; twenty leeches were 
directed to be applied to the joint, with the 

vent use of spirit lotion, to be ¢con- 
stantly applied to the part: some aperient 
medicine was prescribed. 

On the following day Mr. Key saw the 

ient, and examined the limb minately, 

ut could not detect a rupture of the rectus 
tendon; the swelling of the at this 
time had very much increased, and there 
was some febrile excitement. The leeches 
Wete repeated, and the spirit wash conti- 
or ; saline purgatives directed, with fever 

t. 


e 
Feb. 17. The inflammation has mani- 
festly increased ; the girl complains of acute 
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=e lie joint ; she is very feverish. The 
b was more elevated, the leeches re- 
peated, and a dose of colocynth and calomel 
exhibited. 

22. The inflammation bas progressively 
extended since the last report, and it has 
now reached to a considerable distance up 
the thigh, on the outer side. The pulse is 
120 and sharp; the skin hot and dry, and 
tongue furred. Ordered to take an éffer- 
veseing draught every four hours, and two 
grains of calomel, with a like quantity of an- 
timonial powder every night. The leeches 
to be repeated, and the evaporating lotion 
coftitinued. 

27. The disease has still further extended, 
and the constitutional derangement is con- 
siderable ; leeches are applied from time to 
time. 

Match 8. To day Mr. Key attentively 
examined the limb, and ascertained that a 
large collection of fluid had taken place ; 
fluctiiation was very evident to some dis- 
tance up the outer side of the thigh. The 
ekin was slightly discoloured, and the girl 
complained of deep-seated pain; she had 
had occasional rigours ; the tongue was 
loaded with fur, the pulse quick and sharp, 
and the skin hot. There was miost éxctu- 
ciating pain felt upon making presstre on 
the patella. Aa o ning was made just 
above the outer condyle of thé femur, and a 
large quantity of matter evacuated, from 
which much relief was experienced. The 
leg was bandaged from the ankle up to the 
knee, and the thigh was in a like manner 

» with a view, as Mr. Key stated, 
to effect the cohesion of the sides of the 
abscess, and thus obviete further suppura- 
tion. A large poultice was ordered to be 
applied to the knee, and two grains of sul- 
phate of quinine directed to be taken twice 
a day; a grain of opiam at bed time. 

12. The discharge from the opening 
amounts to six or eight ounces daily, and 
consists of bloody ill conditioned matter. 
The girl's general health has suffered very 
much ; she is allowed a generous diet, and 
takes half a pint of wine daily. 

18. Since the last report, the discharge 
has assumed a more healthy character, but 
it is of equal amount; the patient's appe- 
tite is , andshe labours under a hectic 
coudition of the system. 

26. The general health suffering much ; 
the discharge from the wound considerable, 

April 6. Diarrhwa has come on during 
the last two days, and has greatly added to 
the weakened condition of the patient; the 
tongue is covered with a dark brown fur; 
the pulse is thready; the girl is, in fact, 
fast sinking. The discharge from the wound 
is bloody, and several fwtid sloughs have 
~~ ag Ordéred chalk mixture, with Jau- 
anum. 
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On the 7th and 8th, the diarrhea was al- 
most incessant, the stools were bloody, and 
also contained some purulent matter. On 
the 9th the girl sunk. 


Post-mortem examination. 


This was conducted at the patient's resi- 
dence ; the report made by the dresser was 
as follows:—The abscess was found to ex- 
tend within three inches of the anterior su- 
perior spinous process of the ilium, and on 
the inner side, as high as the falciform edge 
of the fascia lata, also nearly the whole 
length of the fore part of the thigh under 
the rectus muscle, into the knee joint. A 
part of the rectus, almost the whole of the 
crurceus, and a considerable portion of the 
vastus on each side had sloughed. The 

i on the back part appeared to be the 
per wpbacda which ted become’ the matter 
extending to the back part of the thigh. All 
the li ts of the joint, with the excep- 
tion of the ligamentum patella, had sloughed 
away; the semi-lunar cartilages were quite 
destroyed, and not a vestige of cartilage 
was to be seen on the condyles of the femur, 
and head of the tibia. In fact, the head of 
the tibia, back part of the patella, and con- 
dyles of the femur were so completely ca- 
rious, that they could readily be crumbled 
down between the fingers. 


The only operation performed at this 
Hospital since our last report, was extirpa- 
tion of the mamma by Mr. Bransby Cooper. 





The fdllowing cases were admitted under 
the care of Mr, Key on the 9th of April: — 

Cornelius Ward— Extensive disease of the 
knee joint; strumous inflammation of the 
conjunctiva with pustules ; chronic enlarge- 
ment of the testicle. 

Job's Ward—Chronic abscess on the in- 
ner side of the knee joint, extending in the 
course of the internal lateral ligament. 

Lazarus Ward—Case of hydro-sarcocele. 

Charity Werd—Chronic enlargement of 
the glands of the throat, and glandule con- 
catenate on each side of the neck. A cuse 
entitled “ erythema nodosum,” the disease 
affecting both legs. 

Dorcas’ Ward—A case of calculus vesice ; 
the patient is a little boy about two years 
and a half old ; the presence of a stone has 
been satisfactorily ascertained, and it was 
intended that the operation should be per- 
formed on Tuesday last, but it was post- 
poned in consequence of the child’s indispo- 
sition. 





ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITATL. 


DISSECTION OF IRONS, THE MURDERER. 


Tue body of Irons, who was recently execut- 
ed at Horsemonger Lane, for the murder of 
his fellow servant, was brought to this Hos- 
pital for the purpose of dissection. He was 
a good-looking man, about five feet nine 
inches in height, well et ename in every 
part but the arms, which were small; he 
was spare, and muscular, but not to such a 
remarkable degree as it has been repre- 
sented. 

The culprit was executed at eight o’clock 
on the morning of the seventh of April, and 
after hanging the usual iod, was con- 
veyed to the Hospital, so that when brought 
here the body was warm. Under these 
circumstances, it was determined to take a 
cast of all the superficial muscles of the 
body, and with this view it was placed in 
the attitude of the dying gladiator ; and the 
parts having been allowed to become cold, 
and consequently fixed, the process of dis- 
section was nm on the following day, by 
Mr. South assistants, and was com- 
pleted in about thirty-six hours, Mr. South 
being employed during the whole of the 
bight. 

All the external muscles being e 
by clean dissection, and the position being 
so admirably calculatad to display them, the 
body really presented a most tiful spec- 
tacle. We particularly noticed one of the 
extremities, dissected in a masterly manner. 
An artist, from the Royal Academy, suc- 
ceeded well in taking a cast from the body, 
which we are informed is unique, at least 
as regards this country. 

The sterno-mastoid muscle, on the left 
side, was nearly severed by the rope, and a 
portion of the trapezius also was lacerated ;* 
the blood, as is usual in cases of violent 
death, was fluid. The penis was in a state 
of semi-erection, and there had evidently 
been a discharge of seminal fluid. There 
was no displacement of the vertebrae, nor 
fracture of the os hyoides. 1t would have 
been highly interesting to ascertain the 
state of the brain, but the skull was not 
opened. Mr. Deville took a cast of the 
cranium. 





OPERATION OF LITHOTOMY BY MR. TRAVERS, 

Jobn Chaplain, a fine healthy labourer 
from the county of Essex, 25 yeais of age, 
and upwards of six feet in height, was ad- 





* We have been informed that the ex- 
ecutioner, on this occasion, was intoxicated, 
and in consequence did not adjust the rope 
in the ordinary method. Would it be libel- 
lows to caricature the rascal! 
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mitted into Isaac's Ward, on the 9th of 
April, under the care of Mr. Travers. Ac- 
cording to the patient's description, he had 
been suffering with symptoms indicative 
of stone in the bladder, upwards of twelve 
years} ten years ago he voided several small 
calculi. He further stated, that during the 
last few months prior to admission, he had 
suffered severe pain in the loins, and the 
distress at the time of, and after, i 

his urine, had become almost intolerable. 

Mr. Travers sounded the man a few days 
after admission, and readily felt a calculus, 
which he remarked was, in his opinion, of 
large size. ‘The operation was proposed 
and assented to, and some aperient medi- 
cine having been previously given, it was 
performed on Friday last, April 18th. 

The external incision was effected with 
a common scalpel, and the groove of the 
staff e by the same means ; a cutting 

t was then fitted in the staff, and car- 
ried onwards, into the bladder. The curved 
forceps were introduced along the gorget, 
and the latter instrument was then with- 
drawn; the stone was grasped without 
much difficulty, and it was very evident, 
from the wide separation of the handles of 
the forceps, that it was of considerable 
magnitude, Inu the attempt at extraction, 
the calculus slipped, and Mr. Travers now 
introduced a smaller and flat pair of forceps, 
with which he soon succeeded in extracting 
the stone. The curved forceps, it was 
clearly seen, occupied too large a space to 
admit of the ee the stone throagh 
the neck of the bladder. There was very 
little hemorrhage, and the whole of the 
amon. occupied about twelve minutes. 

he stone was of the size of a pullet’s egg, 
and it had a rough surface : its composi- 
tion we did not ascertain. 

A few hours after the operation there was 
considerable bleeding from the wound, and 
it was thought necessary to have reéourse 
to pressure, by which means it was even- 
tually checked. 

On the 19th, we found that the man had 
slept bat little during the night ; his pulse 
was quick and skin hot, and he complained 
of sickness; the bowels had not been re- 
lieved ; the urine passed freely through the 
wound. Ordered, a common purgative ene- 
ma, and to take saline draughts. 

20. The sickness still yr a abe 

ulse is quick and ton i urred ; 
oad is bs pain feit on the abdo- 
men; the urine flows freely by the peri- 
neum, and the bowels are —- 

21. Has a tolerably comfortable 
night; the bowels have been relieved by 
an enema; the pulse 104, and compressi- 
ble, the tongue glazed and red at the tip. 
He complains of slight tenderness of the ab- 
domen oa the left side, and a feeling of 





nausea. Leeches were applied to the abdo- 
men this morning. 

v2. Four, p.m. The patient obtained no 
sleep last night; the pulse is less frequent 
than yesterday, the tongue has the same ap- 

. =a the bowels have been moved 
several times. He may be i » Upon 
the whole, to be going on well. 

23. Not so well, having passed a very 
restless night; delirious; no pain, unless 
much pressure is made on the abdomen ; 
tongue the same ; very thirsty; pulse 111; 
bowels twice discharged ; the urine, which 
looks very well, continues to pass through 
the wound. An effervescing mixture was 
ordered. 

24. The patient passed a comfortable 
night, and is going on very favourably ; no 
delirium, pain, or sickness; bowels have 
been moved once ; water still flows through 
the wound ; thirsty. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 





DISEASE OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 
Samuet Many, wtat. 12 years, of a scrofu- 
lous habit; was received into this Hospital 
about a year and a halfayo, under the care of 
Mr. White. When admitted, he complained 
of great pain in the knee-joint ; which,upon 
examination, appeared to be greatly swollen, 
and of rather a reddish hue. The pain was 
greatly increased when the limb was moved, 
or pressure made upon it. After he had 
been in the Hospital about a month, several 
small sinuses appeared, about two or three 
inches below the joint, and were supposed 
to lead into the jointitself; from which 
discharged a considerable quantity of pus. 
He remained in this state for am months, 
suffering the most excruciating pains, which 
always became worse towards night ; sinuses 
formed at the back part of the joint. The 
discharge had now become of a thick con- 
sistency; his countenance indicated that 
his health was materially suffering. He re- 
mained in this state, until the present time ; 
when, after a consultation among the sur- 
geons, it was agreed that his limb should be 
amputated, to ver he readily consented. 


peration.J 

April 11. Mr. White removed the leg 
above the knee to-day, in the usual manner, 
by the circular incision; there was very 
little blood lost during the operation. The 
stump has been dressed several times, and 
appears to be in a very healthy condition ; 
one of the ligatures came away on Monday 
last. The health of the boy is improving 
daily. Upon examining the limb, the joint 
was found to have become very nearly an- 
chylosed, and the sinuses communicated 
between the condyles, at the back part of 
the joint. 





126 
ABUSES IN THE LONDON COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS. 
_ 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sir,—While the proceedings of the 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London, were under the consideration of 
the Committee appointed at the general 
meeting, and before the petition on that 
subject bad been presented to the House of 
Commons, it would not, perliaps, have been 
dent to offer any remarks on the con- 

uct of that body, which now appears to 
have acquired two properties of matter, the 
attraction of cohesion, and that of gravita- 
tion. The former is manifested by the firm 
adherence of the Council to the i 
first complained of, and to the charter of the 
College, which, it is evident, they con- 
sider, enables them to promulgate with 
impunity, ‘thet. the only schools of 
anatomy, physiology, and surgery,r ised 
by hie, ba by = tae Dublin, Edin 
burgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen ;” and this, 
I have not any doubt, will be admitted by 
your readers to be for the advantage of the 
said College. Precedents, however, which 
are supposed by some persons to justify 
and establish the most dangerous prin- 
ciples, can be referred to in support of 
such measures. If an exampie be required, 
the following might be afforded: “ In the 
reign of Henry 111, when the whole power 
of the state of England had been transferred 
to twenty-four harons, they ventured to 
pro’ an oath on every individual of the 
nation, in which the subjects were obliged 
to swear, under the penalty of being de- 
clared public enemies, that they would obey 
and execute all the regulations, both known 
and unknown, of these twenty-four barous, 
and all this for the greater glory of God, the 
honour of the church, the service of the 
king, and the advantage of the kingdom.” ¢ 
The manner in which this sovereign power 
was employed, would furnish many analo- 
gies, if the opportunities of doing mischief, 
in both cases, were commensurate. I shall, 
therefore, content myself with observin 
further, that these twenty-four barons aia 
not employ their power for the reformation 
of the state, which was their first pretence, 
bat for the aggrandisement of themselves 
and of their families. The illustration of 
the other property of matter, that of gravi- 
tation, will readily suggest itself to the 
minds of readers. 

But what, Sir, are we to understand, by 
the “ standing orders of the Court of 
Examiners?” Did this Court order them 
standing? and are these orders compre- 





+t Hume’s History of England, vol. ii. 
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hended under the terms,—by-laws, ordi- 
nances, rules, and constitutions? Again, if it 
is intended, that it should be believed, tha 
these orders have received the sanction 
time, they are, on the contrary, of recent 
date ; or, if by standing, are to be under- 
stood lasting orders, I will venture to pre- 
dict, that they will not last long. It is not 
my intention, however, to pretend ignorance 
of the real meaning of those orders; and I 
will proceed to show, that they will bear a 
construction, which will reflect the greatest 
credit on the framers of them, and tend to 
support the dignity of the re» who com- 
pose this Court. For, upon reference to 
their own “ refutation of charges pens 
made,” &c., may be seen the following : 
“Tt has been made a subject of complaint, 
that certificates of summer courses of lec- 
tures are not indiscriminately received 
|by the Court of Examiners; that certif- 
‘eates are not indiscriminately received from 
every anatomical teacher ; and that certifi- 
cates of attendance on provincial hospitals, 
are not admitted by the Court; and such 
regulations have been censured as unjust 
PF bony of the College.” The answer to 
these complaints is, “ the Council have, 
in the first instance, to correct this error :” 
“ There are no by-laws on these subjects; these 
are the regulations of the Court of Examiners.” 
| Your readers will now be fully prepared to 
understand the true signi on of the 
| stating orders, and also of the ions of 
this Court; a mean evasion of the words of 
their charter, which does not recognise the 
Court of Examiners, as the legislative 
= of the College. 

he College has now, upon com: on, 
favoured the House of Commons aay the 
returns which were moved for by Mr. War- 
burton, on the 29th of June last ; and by 
way, perhaps, of adding greater weight to 
the orders of that House, we observe, in 
addition, ‘‘ By order of the Council of the 
Royal College of Surgeons in London.” A 
slight examination of these returns will of 
course be most gratefully received by the 
Council of the College, as it will afford them 
the opportunity of supplying the deficien- 
cies ; for there cannot be any doubt of their 
being fully prepared, to render a fair state- 











ment of the iculars of their steward- 
ship, which, however, has not yet been 
afforded, 


After heving informed that House, that 
the sum granted to the executors of Mr. 
Hunter, was not granted to the College, the 
House is next informed of the first sum 
which was granted to the College, “ On 
the 4th of July, 1800, 15,0001., for enabling 
the College to erect a proper and com- 
modious building, for and ertend- 
ing the collection of the late Mr. Hunter, 
(not of making additions to it,) anda theatre 

















7m. 


ee 


—— 








COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.—LOST PELVIS. 197 


for the delivery of public lectures on anatom 
and we not have added, and Y 
Hun orators of Hunterian 


orations. Some of the former, I consider, 
should be born again, in order to learp a 
little of midwifery, before they examine in 
this branch of our profession, and many of 
the latter should not be delivered at all: 1 
will not complain, however, as the last was 
stifled in its ! But mere on midwifery 
subjects, as far as they regard this College, 
hereafter, 


The next sum, the House of Commons is 
instructed, was also not granted to the Col- 
lege, but to his Maje: ** 12,5001, to be 
paid to the court of assistants of the Royal 
College of Surgeons in London, to enable 
them to complete the erection of a museum 
and theatre, with an iate front, ip 
Linceln’s Inn Fields.” conclude, there- 
fore, as his Majesty did not subscribe any- 
thing towards the beck-front in Portugal 
Street, that this is the reason why it is so 
very inconvenient, and certainly not more 

ate, than Sir William’s and Sir 
verard’s busts in the portals of the 
museum, And are J seanes forbear men- 
tioning, what will perhaps surprise many of 
your readers, that the a ada Hana the bust 
represents, is not yet lost to all sense of 
y ; for after having burned the Hun- 
terian manusc , he is said to be ashamed 
of the refutation of the College. 

Not content with a museum and theatre, 
with an propriate front in J.incoln’s Inn 
Fields, be 985 might have tore for 
27,5001., especially as the ground had al- 
ready been Sechased. the Collese, of course, 
could not do anything derogatory from the 
dignity of its character; consequently, the 
next thing to be done was, to convince his 
Majesty and the House of Commons, that 
the munificence so liberally » was 
not atall required. And, in next item, 
I observe, “ ther with the additional 
sum of 30 , and upwards, from the 
fund of the College ;” , in the whole, 
58,0001, There ig not any person who 


would object to the expenditure, provided | pieces 


the thus expended bad not ac- 
q under false ces. With the sum 
of 30,5001. in hand, and an immense reve- 
nue constantly ing in, to support the 
dignity of the College begging ° or my 
ove part I consider, if this be a specimen 
of the good conduct of the Council of the 
College, Mr. Peel must produce another 
memorial, to convince the House of Com- 
mons of the truth of the statement, It is 
reported of Horne Tooke, that when he was 
required by the commissioners of the pro- 
perty tax, to show how he contrived to 
maintain so large au establishment, with so 
small an income as that which was returned 
in his schedule, his answer was, that there 





were three ways by which it might be done ; 
begging, borrowing, and stealing ; but he had 
not the audacity to bring forward a memo- 
rial to show, that each or any one of the 
three, was a proof of good and honourable 
conduct! 

Viroiyivs. 





THE LOST PELVIS. 





To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sin,—The account of the disappearance 
of a most valuable pelvis, by rats, given by 
Mr. John Davies of Hertford, in Tur Ls NCET, 
is of so very extraordinary a nature, that, in 
common with every one {iene heard speak 
on the subject, I think some further expla- 
nation necessary. 

. Mr. Davies’ statement is, that he took 

ome the pelvis, (‘* the most perfect speci- 
men of méllities Athen to non for Dr, 
Davis ; that he put it into a pan to macerste, 
and, in about a fortnight after, found that 
the rats had devoured the whole of it, 
** except a few pieces of the hardest parts.” 

The particulars of this case haye been, 
for a long time, known in the profession, 
and | wish, therefore, to make a few obser- 
vations on Afr, Davies's own statement. ‘That 
such a rare and yaluable specimen of morbid 
anatomy, intrusted to his care, as a pelvis 
with mollities ossium, connected, too, with a 
recent midwifery case, which must have been 
daily the subject of conversation, should 
have excited so little interest in his mind, 
as to be thus neglected for a fortnight, to be 
devoured by the rats, must appear to every 
one most surprising; for Mr. Davies does 
not state that the rats devoured it at one 
meal. If, from such negligence, the extra- 
ordinary catastrophe (merely for sake of 

ument) be allowed to have occurred, 
what is more natural] to every conscientious 
upright man, than immediately to have in- 
formed his friend, and have produced the “ few 
ieces of the hardest parts” remaining of the 
pelvis, as proof and confirmation? I have 
understood that conduct, the very reverse 
of this, was pursued by Mr. Davies ; that 
after repeated applications by Dr. Davis for 
the pelvis, some months had elapsed, when 
this wonderful story was given in explana- 
tion. As Mr. Davies has brought this sub- 
ject before “ the tribunal of the profession,” 
as he expresses it, it is evident that the 
above observations must be answered, in a 
satisfactory manner, before any true judg- 
ment respecting it can be formed ; for, if 
repeated applications were made in vain for 
this yaluable pelvis—if these “* few pieces 
of the hardest parts” of it remaining were 
never shown, or offered to be shown, then 
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there was cause sufficient for the manner in 
which Dr, Davis spoke respecting it. 
I am, Sir, &c. 
J.L. Fenner. 
54, Penton Street, April 7, 1828. 





BILL FOR THE REGULATION OF LUNATICS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Six,—Neither the profession generally, 
nor those most immediately concerned, 
seem at all aware of the nature _— 
visions of a bill, to ‘‘ Regulate the Care 
and Treatment of Insane Persons,” which 
has been introduced into the House of Com- 
mons sub silentio, and having passed with 
some amendments, is now in the House of 
Peers. 

Ata period when applications are being 








made to Parliament, to provide for the 
means of pursuing anatomical dissections, 
the profession should know in what estima- 
tion they stand, 

Since the Parliamentary inquiry, in| 
1815-16, into the state of lunatic asylums 
and private houses, a great many of the most 
respectable members of the profession, 
have entered upon the study of insanity, 


and undertaken the charge of the insane. | 
f| tor, if he chooses to appeal from the justice, 


Some have expended very large sums 0 
money, even as high as 15,0001, in render- 
ing their establishments what the legis- 
lature, in the debates on receiving the re- 
port of that inquiry, seemed to desire end 
encourage. 

Witbout any further inquiry, however, 
except as to the condition of the Pauper 
Lunatics of three parishes in one of Mr. 
Warburton’s houses, and without knowing 
whether any general improvement has taken 
place in public or private establishments, 
this bill was framed. The Committee also 
refer to the evidence adduced in the years 
1807, twenty-one years ag and 1815, 
thirteen years ago! (vi e Parl. Report, 
1827.) ‘The original bill is dated March 3, 
Among many other extraordinary regula- 
tions, it thus provides :— 

1. The executive is to be transferred 
from the College of Physicians, to the 








Secre of State for the Home Department. 

2. Fifteen Commissioners are to be an- 
nually inted, by the Secretary of State, | 
for the don district, of whom one-third | 
only are to be of the medical profession. | 
And four visitors are to be annually ap-| 

inted by the justices at the Quarter | 
Reocties of every county ; three to be jus- | 


tices, and only one a m 


commissioners nor visitors can act for two) 
successive years. 

3. Every certificate of lunacy is to be 
signed by two medical men, not in consulta- 
tion, but on separate visits, 


4. Every medical man, whether a prto- 
prietor, or merely attending the lunatics in 
a house, is to see each lunatic daily, ill or 
well, and enter such visit in a house register, 
together with his opinioas and remedies, 
medical and moral ; and why, and when, and 
how long, ceercion is used im every case. 

5. Every lunatic establishment, public or 
Es except Bethlem Hospital only, ma 

visited night or day ; the medical attend- 
ant, servants, &c., may be examined on oath 
on the spot; and if they refuse to answer 
any questions, they are liable, on con- 
viction before one magistrate, to a fine of 504. 

6. A Coroner's Inquest is to be held on 
every patient that dies. 

7. The clergyman of the parish is to have 
the right of visiting houses at any hour 
between eight in the morning, and eight in 
the evening. 

8. If a lunatic desire spiritual consolation, 
the physician must allow it, or enter in the 
register his reasons for refusing. 

9. Every discarded, or discontented, ser- 
vant, is invited to become an informer, for 
which purpose he may be acquitted of all 
liabilities, from the consequences of his own 
guilty participation or negligence, and is to 

ave half the penalty. 

10. All prosecutions against a proprie- 


are to be tried at the County Quarter 
Sessions, from which court he is to have no 
power of appealing; but the plaintiff may 
ere in any way, or in any court of 
england he pleases. 

11. A medical man, who is a proprietor, 
is exposed, besides forfeiture of license, 
and pecuniary fines, to be accused and con- 
victed on not less than eight misde- 
meanours, and is open to actions for 
damages as heretofore. 

12. Finally; if he refuse, or is unable, to 
pay the fines and consequent expenses of 

rosecution, he is to be committed to the 
ouse of Correction for months, and to be 
kept to hard labour at the tread mill!!! 
his bill, I have said, is amended, and 
some of the penal causes modified. The 
last enactment is altered, and the committal 
and tread-mill omitted. But enough re- 
mains to show, that no confidence in the 
medical character, or medical skill, exists in 
that branch of the legislature which has 
passed this measure. 

In fact, if it pass into a law, no medical 
gentleman, who values his reputation, can be- 
come eitherthe ietor of, or professional 
attendant on ay lesetle nel parr 


ical man. Neither | establishment, or private house ; and those 


who now are thus engaged, must, by ne- 


cessity, soon relinquish the charge. 


1 am, Sir, yours, &c. 
Excusrror, 
April 14, 1828. 











